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Editorial
The new academic year sees a busy and vigorous start to legal teaching and research across the country. 
The full details of these many endeavors are listed in the Constituency News. Law in higher education has 
changed beyond recognition in recent decades, not only in terms of the breadth and the extent of under-
graduate teaching but also the emergence of large postgraduate programmes. A rich and diver se variety 
of research fl ourishes. As law faculties have expanded, they have become international in the composition 
of both faculty and student bodies. (Your editor – and probably some readers – remembers a time when it 
was considered exotic to have come to a UK law faculty from Canada or New Zealand.)

Storm clouds gather around the edges of our world. At the time of writing, the nation remains in the 
European Union but with a general election result which may result in our departure from the European 
Union. Leaving will strike at the heart of academia, affecting our faculty composition, student bodies and 
funding. Already many of our colleagues are faced with challenging and stressful new registration 
requirements. The threat of industrial action once again looms, with concerns over working conditions, 
pay and pensions. This issue carries a report from an early career researcher as the Undercover Legal 
Academic. It makes for sobering reading. The barriers to entry to our profession are enormous; it is 
apparent that those who receive the least in our profession are shouldering substantial burdens in the 
functioning of faculties.

All of this matters because it is more important than ever that young people have a strong legal education. 
It is apparent from many of the wild claims bandied about in our world that the ability to think critically, 
to search out a factual and empirical basis for arguments and to discern reality from fi ction are more 
important in an internet era than ever before. Equally, it is important that lawmakers have access to 
well-researched, critical analyses of law and public policy.
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This edition of The Reporter marks my last as 
editor. From the next issue your editor will be 
Dr. Ruvi Ziegler from the University of Reading. It 
has been a privilege to produce these publications. 
I am indebted to the Council Members who have 
unfailingly collated and forwarded the Constitu-
ency News from their universities and to my 
fellow Executive Council members for their 
continued assistance. Most of all, I am indebted 
to those women who work tirelessly behind the 
scenes to support the work of our Society: Sally 
Thomson (now retired), Sara Bladon and Rosa 
Bladon.

Catharine MacMillan
Editor
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AN INAUGURAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

for PhD students to present their work in parallel 
sessions. The aim is to bring PhD students into the 
heart of the conference, and all delegates will be 
encouraged to attend and support those at the 
start of their academic careers. PhD students will 
of course also be very welcome to submit papers 
to any of the existing sections.

Fourth, we are looking into ways to support those 
with caring responsibilities. I’m conscious that the 
fi rst few days of September are not the best time 
for those with school-age children, and apologise 
to those who are unable to attend because of com-
mitments at home. We did try to move the confer-
ence to the week after but this was unfortunately 
not possible in terms of the space available. We are 
however looking at ways to make it easier for 
those with young children to attend, in terms of 
crèche facilities and spaces for breast-feeding. If 
you have any suggestions as to how the confer-
ence could be made more family-friendly, please 
do get in touch!

The other major task for the year ahead will be 
reforming the rules of the Society. Over the last 
year, we have been looking carefully at the rules 
to make sure that they are fi t for purpose, and 
we will be consulting members on our planned 
changes. 

Finally, and most importantly, the SLS is your 
Society – so if there are things that you would like 
us to be doing, or if you have ideas as to how 
we could better support legal scholars at all 
stages of their careers, please do get in touch via 
your constituency representative or directly at 
president@legalscholars.ac.uk. 

I hope to see you at one or more of the Society’s 
events over the course of the year, and to welcome 
you to the University of Exeter on 1–4 September 
2020 for the 111th annual conference.

Rebecca Probert
President, Society of Legal Scholars

It’s a great honour to serve as SLS President for 
2019–20. I’m very lucky to have a really great team 
of offi cers, executive committee members and 
administrators to support me in my role, along 
with the wise advice of Richard Taylor as immedi-
ate past President.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Richard 
once again for all his work as President over the 
past year and in particular for a truly wonderful 
conference at Preston.

Organising the annual conference is probably 
the biggest task of the President, and I’m looking 
forward to welcoming delegates to the University 
of Exeter’s beautiful campus in September 2020. 
As a Society, we are committed to ensuring that 
the conference is as welcoming, inclusive and 
supportive as possible of colleagues at all stages 
of their career, and this year will see a number of 
new initiatives to this end.

First, we will not be adopting a theme for the 2020 
conference. This is to enable as wide a range of 
legal scholarship as possible to be presented and 
discussed in the subject sections – we don’t want 
anyone to be put off submitting a paper because 
they think it doesn’t fi t with the theme.

Second, we will be trialling a mentoring scheme. 
For those who haven’t presented at the SLS before, 
it can be useful to have an informal contact to ask 
in advance what the conference is like and how 
things are done.  

Third, instead of holding a separate PhD confer-
ence we will be replacing one of the plenaries on 
the Wednesday afternoon with a special session 
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OBITUARY: TONY HONORÉ

extend well into his retirement and would culmi-
nate in the publication of Responsibility and Fault 
(1999) in which he set out – in admirably clear 
terms – his infl uential ideas on the moral basis of 
strict liability. Finally, in 1962 he published Gaius, 
the fi rst of several books in which he sought by the 
meticulous analysis of language to build up a 
detailed picture of the different intellectual styles 
of the classical Roman jurists (as in Ulpian, 
published in 1982 and in a substantially revised 
second edition in 2002), relying not only on their 
authored works but also on the texts of rescripts 
emanating from the Imperial bureaucracy (Emperors 
and Lawyers, 1981). Building on that research, 
he later sought to achieve a clearer understanding 
of the methods by which Justinian’s Digest, a sixth-
century compilation of the classical jurists’ writ-
ings, was produced (Tribonian in 1978; Justinian’s 
Digest: Character and Compilation in 2010). The orig-
inality of his approach to the Roman sources is 
underlined by his embrace of the new opportuni-
ties for textual analysis offered by digitisation: 
the second edition of Emperors and Lawyers in 1994 
and his 1998 study of law-making in the fourth 
and fi fth centuries, Law in the Crisis of Empire, 
relied heavily on computer technology and were 
accompanied by diskettes (now sadly unreadable) 
tucked neatly into their back covers.

But to list Tony’s scholarly achievements, brilliant 
as they are, is to tell only part of the story. I met 
Tony late in his life when I came to Oxford as a 
BCL student almost exactly 20 years ago. My fi rst 
meeting with him involved a trip to see Smetana’s 
Bartered Bride at the New Theatre in Oxford; mute 
with shyness, I was struck by Tony’s enormous 
enjoyment of the music as he listened, eyes 
shining, occasionally humming a snatch of the 
melody or conducting a few bars in his lap. The 
same youthful energy was evident in the Friday 
evening seminars which he and John Gardner 
held at All Souls that year and for many years 
before and afterwards. I had never encountered 
anything like them: there was the rigorous exami-
nation of diffi cult concepts, of course, but always 
expressed in simple, clear language, and with 
unfailing humour and courtesy. Later I began a 
doctorate on unjust enrichment, and when it 
became clear that my thesis would involve 
detailed examination of 19th-century South African 
law Tony agreed to step in as co-supervisor. What 
I remember most about our meetings at Tony and 
Deborah’s beautiful fl at in the Banbury Road – 
often preceded or followed by lunch – was the 
tremendous enthusiasm and interest with which 
Tony approached my hesitant fi rst attempts at 

Tony (Antony Maurice) Honoré, who died on 
26 February this year, was born in London on 
30 March 1921 but spent most of his childhood 
in what was then Rhodesia and South Africa. He 
enrolled as an undergraduate at the University 
of Cape Town in 1939 but suspended his studies 
in 1940 to enlist in the Union Defence Force. Seri-
ously wounded at El Alamein in October 1942, 
he spent the rest of the war as a staff offi cer at 
the Voortrekkerhoogte military base in Pretoria, 
building on his initial studies at UCT to complete 
a BA with some law subjects by  correspondence. 
In 1946 he took up the Rhodes Scholarship he had 
won in 1939 and went up to New College Oxford; 
he was soon awarded a fi rst-class degree in 
Jurisprudence in the shortened schools available 
to ex-servicemen and in 1948 completed the BCL 
as Vinerian Scholar. Appointed to a lectureship 
at Nottingham, within a year he had returned to 
Oxford as a fellow at The Queen’s College, the 
beginning of an association with the university 
which would last for the rest of his life and which 
would see him appointed Rhodes Reader of 
Roman-Dutch Law in 1958, Fellow of New College 
in 1964, Regius Professor of Civil Law and Fellow 
of All Souls College in 1971, Acting Warden of All 
Souls in 1987, and Emeritus Fellow of the College 
on his retirement in 1989.

It is often said of Tony that his scholarly output 
was suffi cient to sustain not one but three fi rst-rate 
academic careers. It is certainly true, as Nicola 
Lacey put it in her address at his memorial service 
in June, that he was offered one chair at Oxford (in 
Comparative Law), took up another (the Regius 
Professorship), and would have been eminently 
qualifi ed for a third (the Chair of Jurisprudence).1 
Thus as early as 1950 he was co-author with RW 
Lee of the seminal South African Law of Obligations, 
and the fi rst edition of his ground-breaking South 
African Law of Trusts appeared in 1966, with new 
editions appearing regularly every decade. Tony’s 
view that the South African trust – like so much of 
South African law – is a hybrid between Roman, 
Roman-Dutch and English models earned him the 
opprobrium of the advocate and later Appellate-
Division judge CP Joubert, but his view was vindi-
cated by the Trust Property Control Act of 1988. 
At the same time, most notably in his publication 
with HLA Hart in 1959 of Causation and the Law 
(and its second edition in 1985), Tony was begin-
ning the work on legal philosophy which would 

1 According to Tony himself, having been offered the 
Chair in Comparative Law and Regius Professorship, 
respectively, he and Barry Nicholas agreed to swap.
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citizens of Caracalla’s empire, may well have con-
tributed to the establishment of the South African 
Constitutional Court. On a late-night trip back to 
Oxford, having driven down to London to hear a 
paper delivered to the UCL Roman law group, he 
confi ded that he still felt South African, but that 
if he had returned there he wouldn’t have been 
able to remain an academic but would have felt 
obliged to join the struggle against Apartheid. 
That remark seems to capture both his humanity 
and his humility. Given the huge impact of his 
scholarship and teaching around the world and 
across disciplines, it is diffi cult to see how he could 
have made better use of his almost 98 years.

Helen Scott

legal scholarship, sometimes laughing out loud in 
pure enjoyment at the contemplation of an idea. 
It was this enthusiasm that made him such a 
wonderful teacher of law.

Tony remained deeply invested in South Africa’s 
fortunes. Receiving an honorary doctorate from 
UCT in 1990, he drew a masterful parallel between 
Caracalla’s edict of 212 CE by which Roman 
citizenship was extended to all the inhabitants 
of the Roman Empire and the speech given by FW 
de Klerk only a few months earlier in which the 
apparatus of the Apartheid state began to be 
dismantled. His call for the creation of a new apex 
court to make law suitable for this new polity, just 
as Ulpian had revised the civil law for the new 

NEW LAW COMMISSIONERS

Professor Penney Lewis and Pr ofessor Sarah 
Green to join the Law Commission
The appointment of two academics as Commis-
sioners highlights the importance of academia to 
undertaking effective law reform that can make a 
real difference to people across the UK. Professor 
Penney Lewis and Professor Sarah Green have 
been appointed as new Commissioners at the Law 
Commission for a period of fi ve years. They will 
both start on 1 January 2020.

Penney will replace Professor David Ormerod 
QC as the Commissioner for Criminal Law while 
Sarah will replace Stephen Lewis as the Commis-
sioner for Commercial and Common Law. They 
join the Commission at a time of great constitu-
tional, economic, social, scientifi c and technical 
change and will be instrumental in leading law 
reform in England and Wales. 

Professor Penney Lewis
Professor Penney Lewis is Professor of Law and 
Co-Director of the Centre of Medical Law and 
Ethics in the Dickson Poon School of Law, King’s 
College London. In the area of criminal evidence 
and procedure, Penney’s work has focused on pros-
ecutions for historic childhood sexual abuse and 
the law governing corroborative and supporting 

evidence. She also has an interest in the relation-
ship between the criminal law and medicine.

Amongst her responsibilities, Penney will lead 
on the review of hate crime legislation and on 
abusive and offensive online communications.

Professor Sarah Green
Professor Sarah Green is currently a Professor of 
Private Law at the University of Bristol. At the 
start of her career, Sarah was an IT specialist and 
she has a depth of understanding of technology 
and software coding that will provide valuable 
insights to the technical issues that she will be 
leading on for the Commission.

Sarah has written about a variety of issues includ-
ing virtual currencies, blockchain, issues surround-
ing intermediated securities, smart contracts, sale 
of goods law as applicable to digitised assets, and 
wage theft. She will take over the ongoing project 
on intermediated securities.

Penney and Sarah are joining the Commission 
at a time when we are actively looking at how 
the Commission can engage more closely with 
academia and will play an active role to achieve 
our aim to make the law clearer, more modern and 
more accessible. 
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THE UNDERCOVER LEGAL ACADEMIC

 Dear reader,

It has been 50 days and counting since my last 
morsel of research. Time here is consumed by a 
ceaseless carnival of petty meetings, in which 
personal squabbles are settled by means of lengthy 
debates over the use of the much-maligned Oxford 
comma. Welcome to the life of an ECR in 21st-
century higher education.

How did we reach this, the summit of Mount 
Cynicism, you ask?

First, a time spent in the wilderness of fi xed-term, 
teaching-focused contracts. Such jobs are good 
opportunities to get a foot in the door of a law 
school and to gain some (read: too much) teaching 
experience – but stay too long and you’ll be 
hobbled in a job-market which values publications 
over your 240 hours spent teaching undergradu-
ates the fi ner points of Parliamentary Sovereignty. 
It is hard to publish in this environment: it is rare 
to have a run of days unbroken by tutorials or 
seminars, yet this is precisely what is needed to 
sit down and work through a knotty problem in 
a paper. You are riddled with anxiety and uncer-
tainty as to whether you will ever reach that golden 
chalice: the permanent R&T job at a “good” 
university.

And then, one day, you do. And the relief is 
immense; manna from heaven. However, several 
months in and. . . is the shine wearing off a little? 
That golden cow is, upon further examination, 
hardly 24 carat. For administrative duties have 
now taken central stage during your working day: 
committees that must sit, spreadsheets which 
must be fi lled in, staff engagement workshops, 
mandatory research ethics training, academic 
misconduct seminars. This list, it seems, is endless.

A few years into the job and systemic problems 
within your university become clear. What also 
becomes clear, mostly from Twitter but sometimes 
from a gossip with fellow inmates at other institu-
tions, is how the entire HE sector faces the same 
challenges which you encounter daily. Increasing 

administrative burdens placed on academics 
reduce research time and demoralise a faculty. 
Research seems to be the only guaranteed path-
way to promotion, where at least you will be 
better compensated for your toils. Grants help 
too – though good luck getting a signifi cant sum 
of money if your research is primarily doctrinal!

The growing (and sometimes irrational) demands 
of students also sap research time, as well as 
energy and enthusiasm: feedback must be provided 
on standardised forms, lectures must be captured 
to be re-watched in place of reading actual cases, 
and students ask what ‘the answer’ is to tutorial 
questions designed to provoke independent criti-
cal thinking. One should not necessarily blame the 
students for this: they are a product of the modern 
university culture which uses NSS scores as its 
mode of exchange, and which treats education 
as a commodity by emphasising the student 
experience. Presumably this makes us service pro-
viders and our undergraduate cohort customers? 
Mark my words: in fi ve years’ time we will be 
asking our fi nalists whether they want fries with 
their tutorial on breach of trust. And, of course, we 
could not end our tour of the modern university 
without drawing attention to the trend of an 
increasingly executive style of senior management 
within law schools; a structure which often leaves 
ECRs without a voice in faculty governance. It is 
a privilege to be paid to think about a subject 
which interests you, and to teach enthusiastic 
bright young things. Unfortunately, this utopic 
image does not quite refl ect our reality.

So, what is to be done about all of this (aside 
from writing mildly cathartic anonymous pieces)? 
Having spent the best part of a decade in HE, you 
have fully bought into the sunk costs fallacy, so a 
career change, though tempting, feels as implau-
sible as your chances of getting promoted any 
time soon. Answers on postcards, please.

CONSTITUENCY NEWS

At Abertay University, Dundee, Dr Graeme 
Cunningham has joined the faculty, having recently 
obtained his do ctorate in law from the University 
of Glasgow. Research interests which he will be 
developing include Roman law, particularly its 
reception, law and society, and Scots private law. 

Dr Lynsey Mitchell co-hosted, along with Dr 
Catherine Turner from the University of Durham, 
a conference on ‘Law, Power, Justice and the 
Game of Thrones’ at Durham Castle in June, 
proceedings to be published in 2021 in an edited 
collection. 
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following month, Gavin Phillipson joined the Law 
School as Professor of Public Law and Human 
Rights; Sumayahh Malna as lecturer; and Philip 
Burton, Eoin Guilfoyle and Lee Price as teaching 
associates. In September, Kathryn Allinson, Robert 
Cason, Vijaiya Poopalasingham and Beth Kumunge 
were appointed as teaching associates. Yin Harn 
Lee and Joshua Paine have been appointed as 
lecturers and will be joining the Law School in 
January 2020. 

In August, Sarah Green was appointed as the Law 
Commissioner for Commercial and Common 
Law. She will take extended leave from the Law 
School when she begins her new role in January 
2020. Jonathan Hill and Chris Willmore have 
retired this year and have been appointed as 
Emeritus Professors.

In 2019, the Law School is offering new LLM 
degrees in Employment, Work and Equality and 
in Company Law and Corporate Governance. The 
Law Clinic has expanded its remit and now offers 
advice and representation at inquests for bereaved 
families.

The Centre for Global Law and Innovation was 
launched in June 2019, and is led by Andrew 
Charlesworth, Clair Gammage, Sarah Green and 
Aurora Plomer. The Centre for Law and History 
Research, directed by Gwen Seabourne, was 
launched in August 2019. Both Centres will hold 
their inaugural events later this year.

In March, the Law School’s Human Rights Imple-
mentation Centre signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the National Human Rights 
Centre of the Republic of Uzbekistan, continuing 
their work to support the implementation of 
human rights in Uzbekistan. The University of 
Bristol also launched a partnership with the 
United Nations Population Fund in 2019.

The University of Bristol, along with a number of 
partner institutions, has been awarded £6.6m by 
the UK Prevention Research Partnership to tackle 
unhealthy urban planning and development 
linked to non-communicable diseases. The Law 
School’s John Coggon, Paddy Ireland and Keith 
Syrett will be working on elements of this project.

Morag McDermont secured funding from the 
ESCR Impact Accelerator Fund for a programme 
developing models and practice of collaborative 
city governance. Judith Masson has commenced 
a two-year research project on Discharge of 
Care Orders, funded by the Nuffi eld Foundation. 
Suzanne Doyle Guilloud and Colin Nolden 
were both awarded Early Career Research Team 
funding from the Elizabeth Blackwell Institute’s 
Bioethics, Biolaw and Biosociety Research Strand.

Two events at the Law School this year were 
generously supported by the SLS: a seminar on 
‘Intersectionality and Human Rights’, organised 

Dr Michelle Weldon-Johns has just completed a 
book with Routledge entitled Assisted Reproduc-
tion, Discrimination and the Law (October 2019). The 
book critically examines the gaps in the UK equal-
ity law framework for those engaged in Assisted 
Reproduction Technology (ART) treatments. She 
also co-organised, along with Professor Pamela 
Ferguson (University of Dundee) and Professor 
Barry Rodger (University of Strathclyde), the 
fi rst Scottish Universities Law Institute’s (SULI) 
Showcase conference, ‘Refl ections on Scots Law’. 
This was held in August in the Discovery Centre 
Dundee.

At Aston University, the Law School recently 
welcomed Jonathan Fortnam as the new Dean. 
Jonathan takes up the position following a distin-
guished legal career as a partner at international 
law fi rm, Pinsent Masons, where he worked for 
over 30 years. The School thanks Odette Hutchinson 
for serving as Interim Dean. Dr Tarik Olcay also 
joined the School as lecturer in April 2019.

The fi rst cohort of students on the new LLM Inter-
national Commercial Law enrolled in September 
2019. We are pleased to report that Aston Law 
Clinic has enjoyed a successful fi rst year. Approxi-
mately 70 law students volunteered over the 
course of the academic year 2018–19. The Clinic 
gave free legal advice to 41 separate clients and 
provided three training sessions to approximately 
30 businesses. The Clinic also ran a ‘Social Media 
and the Law’ conference for 60 school students 
from four different schools. Such was the Clinic’s 
success that the commercial clinic is already 
booked up for the coming term.

In April, Aston Law School hosted a Lawbook 
Bravo! Event to celebrate fi ve colleagues’ recently 
published monographs in law. Two colleagues 
have been awarded funding under the Aston 
University/UKRI Global Challenges Research 
Funding Pump Priming scheme – Tarik Olcay 
was awarded £9,325 and Dr Iyare Otabor-Olubor 
was awarded £9,940. Professor Simon Cooper 
has recently been appointed to the Law Reform 
Committee of the Property Litigation Association, 
and was made an Honorary Academic Member of 
the Property Bar Association.

Abhilash Nair led an interdisciplinary BILETA 
Seminar on ‘Content Crimes on the Internet: Law, 
Policy and Practice’ on Friday 7 June. The seminar 
was funded by a BILETA research grant award. 
The seminar covered two themes – combating 
child sexual exploitation material online and 
online abuse against women. Abhilash also 
formally launched Aston’s newly constituted 
interdisciplinary research unit on Internet Law 
and Emerging Technologies.

In December 2018, the University of Bristol Law 
School welcomed Suzanne Doyle Guilloud as 
Senior Research Associate in Healthcare Law. The 
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panel for the Lawworks and Attorney General 
Student Awards for best pro bono contribution by 
a Law School for the Athens Refugee Project. 

In early April the multinational professional 
services network PwC and the UK law fi rm Blake 
Morgan hosted a campus competition for students. 
First and second-year undergraduates from Law, 
Business and Accountancy came together in inter-
disciplinary teams to present their collaborative 
work to a panel of judges from Blake Morgan 
(Lawyers) and PwC. In May, Dr Paula Westen-
berger, Lecturer in Intellectual Property Law, 
organised a fi eld trip to the British Library for the 
LLM Cultural Heritage Law students. The tour 
allowed students to visit the British Library’s 
conservation studios, especially tailored to their 
Cultural Heritage Law LLM class, helping them to 
contextualise legal issues discussed in class in the 
real world. 

BLS continued to offer a unique opportunity to 
gain an in-depth knowledge of competition law at 
its Brunel Comparative Competition Law Summer 
School. It provides a comprehensive immersion 
into international competition law starting with 
EU and UK competition law and drawing on 
newer competition regimes which have recently 
adopted competition law, with a focus on emerg-
ing competition law in Asia and case studies from 
India and Hong Kong, amongst others. Suzanne 
Rab, a barrister who holds a Practice Chair at BLS, 
led the Summer School. This year’s course con-
tained more interactive elements and international 
experience and also involved various guest facili-
tators including an economist. In addition, as a 
new element of the Summer School, a practical 
skills course for competition dispute resolution 
combining interviewing, advocacy and alternative 
dispute resolution, including mediation, was 
offered. 

The academic life at BLS has seen some diverse 
and insightful activities over the last months. 
Professor Alexandra Xanthaki and Dr Mariza 
Dima from the Brunel Media department worked 
on a research funded program entitled ‘The Rights 
Hero: A Mobile Game to Help Displaced Children 
Learn Their Rights’. They created a prototype 
digital mobile game and tested it as a learning tool 
to help displaced children learn their rights and 
help them integrate better in the society they live 
in. The project focused on Greece, building on the 
strong contacts the Law School has with the civil 
societies working on refugee rights in relation to 
the Brunel Athens Refugee Project. The research 
project aimed to empower those migrant and 
refugee children in Greece through learning 
more about their rights. An interdisciplinary team 
from the School of Law, the Games Design, and 
the Greek Network of Children’s Rights came 
together to design and develop the game. The 
prototype has been tested on migrant and refugee 
children in Athens and has been a success. 

by Shreya Atrey and Peter Dunne in November 
2018, and a conference on ‘Decolonisation and 
the Law School’, organised by Foluke Adebisi 
in September 2019. Tania Cheng-Davies was also 
awarded a Research Activities Fund grant to carry 
out research into artists’ moral rights in Singapore. 
Imogen Moore has joined the SLS’s Legal Educa-
tion sub-committee for a three-year term.

At Brunel University London, the Brunel Law 
School’s (BLS) faculty numbers continue to grow. 
In recent months, BLS appointed 11 new academic 
staff members: Antal Berkes, Melanie Collard, 
Jason De Mink, Dimitrios Delibasis Fokas, Asress 
Gikay, Lisa Mardikian, Tonbara Mordi, Vesco 
Paskalev, Konstantinos Alexandris Polomarkakis, 
Solon Solomon and Georgina Tsagas. Susan 
Easton, Professor in Law, retired in October 2019 
after 30 years of service at Brunel Law School. 
Professor Easton has taught and published in 
socio-legal studies and has been a driving force 
at BLS. She is worldwide known for her research 
about prisoners’ rights.

In July, BLS celebrated its half-century anniversary 
since the creation of the Law School in 1969. 
To mark the occasion, the Law School formally 
launched their inspirational alumni portraits 
exhibition celebrating 2019 as the 50th year of the 
Law School, and its student successes, at Brunel 
University London. The exhibition was designed 
to commemorate the landmark event in the 
history of the School by representing the rich and 
diverse background of its student community 
through portraits and profi les of alumni who have 
made notable achievements. Six alumni were 
chosen to be featured in the exhibition from the 
thousands of former students who have gone on 
to successful professional careers and/or have 
achieved prominence in the public eye. To continue 
to celebrate alumni successes, the exhibition in the 
Elliott Jaques building will be updated annually 
with new portraits to showcase the talents of Law 
School graduates.

The  award-winning Brunel Law Refugee Project 
continues to expand: with the sixth successful 
instalment of a week-long educational volunteer-
ing experience. This initiative was fi rst run in 2015 
by Professor Alexandra Xanthaki, a leading expert 
of minority and migration rights in international 
law, in response to the unfolding European refu-
gee crisis. Thirteen law students have given their 
time and expertise, and fundraised money, to help 
refugees and unaccompanied minors in Athens 
integrate into Greek society. Related to the 
programme, BLS hosted a visit by the Greek 
Ombudsman, Dr Andreas Pottakis, in April. The 
visit was an opportunity for law students and staff 
to listen to his expert views on the refugee crisis in 
Europe, which is topical for the School with their 
continued commitment to the student volunteer 
programme, the Athens Refugee Project. This 
year, BLS has been shortlisted by an independent 
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BLS was invited to teach a seminar on consumer 
law at Universida de Nova in Lisbon for their 
postgraduate programme in EU law.

During recent months, various research outcomes 
were published under the aegis of the BLS. Dr 
Christine Riefa has published her co-authored 
book Consumer Theories of Harm: An Economic 
Approach to Consumer Law Enforcement and Policy 
Making (Hart Publishing, 2019), co-authored with 
Paolo Siciliani and Harriet Gamper. In their mono-
graph, they argue that the way consumer law 
operates today promises a lot but does not deliver 
enough, whilst they offer an alternative model to 
assess where and how consumer detriment may 
occur and solutions to prevent it. Dr Hayleigh 
Bosher published her book Law, Technology and 
Cognition: The Human Element in Online Copyright 
Infringement (Routledge, 2019). Using a novel 
framework for constructing digital perspectives, 
Dr Hayleigh Bosher analyses the laws relating 
to online copyright infringement: she proposes 
putting the human element back into copyright 
analysis to enable the return of reason where it has 
been lost and provide a clearer, more consistent 
and fair legal regulation of online copyright 
infringement.

Cardiff University School of Law and Politics 
congratulates Professor Urfan Khaliq on his 
appointment to Head of School and Professor 
Stewart Field on his appointment to the Head 
of Law. Dr Natasha Hammond Browning and 
Dr Reece Lewis have joined the School this term. 
The School was sorry to see the departures of Dr 
Lydia Hayes, Dr Leanne Smith and Dr Melanie 
Smith. The School also congratulates David 
Dixon, Senior Lecturer, who was awarded the 
Cardiff and District Law Society Simon Mumford 
Memorial Award 2019. The award is given in 
recognition of the recipient’s contribution to the 
law and the legal profession.

Members of the Cardiff School of Law and Politics 
staff have had a busy summer. After launching his 
latest book Comparative Religious Law: Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam (Cambridge University Press, 
2018) at Middle Temple in April, Professor of 
Canon Law, Norman Doe, spent the summer 
attending meetings with church leaders including 
the Head of the Greek Orthodox Church world-
wide, the presiding Bishop of Norway and Pope 
Francis. Professor Doe met with church leaders 
to discuss the work of an ecumenical panel of 
religious leaders, jurists and theologians of which 
he has been a member since 2013. The Panel’s 
Statement of Principles of Christian Law (Rome 
2016) was suggested and initially drafted by 
Professor Doe on the basis of his book Christian 
Law: Contemporary Principles. The statement fosters 
collaboration between divided Christians globally.

Professor Anna Grear co-initiated the 47th Session 
of the Permanent People’s Tribunal, on Human 

In March, BLS organised an informal roundtable 
to discuss the attacks in Christchurch using 
international and/or socio-legal perspectives. 
Discussants included junior and senior academic 
members of BLS who discussed their intervention 
with our students. In May, Professor Davina 
Cooper visited BLS to present the preliminary 
fi ndings of her research ‘Reclaiming the Public 
Place of Gender in Critical Accounts of Its Future’. 
The talk was based on her three-year ESRC-
funded project, ‘The Future of Legal Gender’, 
which critically explores possibilities for reform-
ing legal gender status. In light of wider changes 
to law, society and lived gender, the project asks 
whether legal gender status should be retained 
or abolished, and explores the specifi c form that 
reform options might take.

The annual BLS Conference took place on 13 
September 2019 and had as a theme ‘Disruptive 
Innovation and Law: An Evolution Toward a 
Tech-Law World’. The debates explored the 
increasing integration and use of new technologies 
in the legal world, and the scale of changes to law 
and the legal profession. The conference created a 
‘Law-Tech Arena’, as part of the Symposium, for 
key stakeholders to discuss the future of law and 
the legal profession in connection with technologi-
cal progress. It also galvanised discussion amongst 
scholars, legal professionals, scientists as well 
as innovators and technologists. The speakers 
included, amongst other high-profi le experts, 
Professor Dinusha Mendis (Bournemouth Univer-
sity) and Christina Blacklaws, Immediate Former 
President of the Law Society of England and Wales.

Members of the BLS presented their research at 
various international conferences. Dr Olga Gurgula, 
Lecturer in Intellectual Property Law (Patent Law) 
presented at the Congress on IP and Access 
to Medicines held in Kyiv, Ukraine in June. In 
March, Dr Paula Westenberger, IP Lecturer at BLS, 
participated in the panel ‘Perspectives: Economics 
and Data Protection’ organised by the Institute 
of Technology and Society (ITS) in Rio de Janeiro. 
Dr Westenberger spoke about the EU General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), including its 
impact internationally and its infl uence on the 
new Brazilian legislation. In May, Dr Hayleigh 
Bosher, Lecturer in Intellectual Property Law, pre-
sented her research about ‘Copyright and Social 
Media, Navigating Risks and Exceptions’ at the 
ABC Copyright Conference 2019 ‘Negotiating 
Copyright’ in Saskatoon, Canada. Her presenta-
tion took a look at using copyright-protected 
materials and social media in higher education. In 
May, Professor Alexandra Xanthaki spoke at the 
conference organised by the Centre for Defence 
Studies and the Italian Ministry of Defence on 
‘Protection of Cultural and Religious Minorities 
for International Peace and Security’. Professor 
Xanthaki presented her research on ‘The Protec-
tion of Cultural Heritage in the Context of Minor-
ity Rights’. Also, on 2 May, Dr Eleni Kaprou of 
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Rights, Fracking and Climate Change. The PPT 
considered non-human rights alongside human 
rights for the fi rst time in its history and recom-
mended a complete ban on fracking. Dr Edwin 
Egede was invited to deliver two lectures at 
Africa’s Deep Seabed Resources (ADSR) work-
shop which was attended by several African 
diplomats and high-profi le government offi cials 
and was hosted by the Government of South 
Africa and organised by the International Seabed 
Authority. In July, Mark Hill, QC, Honorary 
Professor, and a leading member of the Centre for 
Law and Religion at the School of Law and Poli-
tics, delivered the second in the series of Bekynton 
Lectures on Law and Religion at Wells Cathedral. 
Professor Hill spoke on Canon Law in the Service 
of the Church. 

Cardiff’s students have also been busy. Cardiff 
School of Law and Politics offers students a range 
of pro bono activities and our students from the 
Joint Enterprise Appeals Project at Cardiff Law 
had the opportunity to present their work at the 
Joint Enterprise Conference. Students also had 
the opportunity to attend the second conference 
of the non-profi t campaign, Innovation of Justice, 
‘Reviving the Criminal Justice System’, which was 
held at the School. This year’s conference included 
speakers Michael O’Brien, who wrongfully served 
11 years in prison for the murder of a Cardiff 
newsagent, Michelle Diskin-Bates and the sister of 
Barry George, who was convicted for the murder 
of Jill Dando and subsequently acquitted, with the 
help of our own students who are part of Cardiff 
University’s Innocence Project.

Finally, the Journal of Law and Society, a central 
pillar of Cardiff School of Law and Politics, in 
recognition of the REF 2020 deadline, has decided 
to accommodate accepted articles for the Winter 
2020 issue in the following manner. Early View of 
accepted articles will ensure they appear within 
the stated REF deadline. For those who wish to 
store their article for the subsequent REF then 
Early View will not occur so that the article will be 
‘published’ in December 2020.

At City, University of London (CLS), Professor 
Elaine Fahey has been awarded a Jean Monnet 
Chair in Law & Transatlantic Relations, and 
Professor Panos Koutrakos has been awarded a 
Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law, in both cases by the 
European Commission’s Erasmus+ programme.

Associate Professor David Amos has been 
appointed as an Education Quality Assurance 
Law Inspector for Social Work England; and 
in September, Associate Professor Alexander 
Mills was appointed as a Recorder (he has been 
deployed to the South Eastern Circuit, with 
Family jurisdiction).

Dr Luke McDonagh and Dr Enrico Bonadio were 
awarded a grant by the British Embassy/FCO to 

deepen City’s institutional links with the Univer-
sity of Havana, Cuba. The award is aimed at 
opportunities for development in connection 
with Cuba’s creative industries, and will facilitate 
the visit of two Cuban academics to London in 
October 2019, enable Cass Business School’s 
Dr Sara Jones to visit Havana in November 2019 to 
provide training based on her research on busi-
ness strategies in the arts and creative industries, 
and support the organisation of a seminar at City 
on the creative industries during Autumn Term 
2019. The grant follows visits by Drs McDonagh 
and Bonadio to Havana in May and July 2019 to 
conduct seminars on intellectual property and 
university innovation, to assist the University of 
Havana in rewriting its IP policy and to encourage 
innovation and commercialisation.

In March, Dr Carmen Draghici attended an 
‘informal meeting’, organised by the International 
Federation of Journalists, at the 40th session of the 
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, where she 
presented her draft International Convention on 
the Safety and Independence of Journalists and Other 
Media Professionals, and addressed questions from 
attending governmental delegations. The aim of 
the meeting was to gather support for including the 
negotiation of such a treaty on the UN’s agenda. In 
June 2019, at the request of the National Union of 
Journalists (UK and Ireland), Dr Draghici submit-
ted written evidence to the House of Commons’ 
Foreign Affairs Committee’s inquiry on ‘The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce and Global 
Media Freedom’, and addressed technical ques-
tions raised by the Committee in relation to her 
draft convention.

In May, Dr Draghici was awarded an SLS Small 
Projects and Events Fund grant to organise a 
one-day, comparative law conference in London 
entitled ‘Rethinking the Grounds for Divorce: 
Comparative Perspectives from the UK, the US, 
Canada and Australia’, gathering family law 
experts from these four jurisdictions. The confer-
ence will be aimed at facilitating an evaluation 
of England’s position on divorce and current 
proposals for reform. And, from April to July, 
Dr Draghici took part in a research project entitled 
‘Fast-Tracking Low-Value Financial Claims in the 
Family Court’, conducted by the Centre for Child 
and Family Law Reform, and funded by a HEFCE 
Enterprise and Knowledge Exchange Fund award. 
The project is investigating the experience of 
litigants in person and impecunious litigants in 
proceedings for fi nancial relief upon divorce, 
supported by original data collection across 
family courts in Cardiff, Edmonton, Leeds, Oxford 
and Exeter.

On 21 February 2019, Professor Panos Koutrakos 
spoke at the Ideas Lab, organised by the Centre for 
European Policy Studies, Brussels, on the future of 
UK-EU trade relations. He gave the 2019 Annual 
International and Comparative Law Quarterly lecture 
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at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies on 13th 
May 2019: his lecture was based on his article 
‘Judicial Review in the EU’s Common Foreign and 
Security Policy’ (2018) 67 ICLQ 1–35. He gave a 
further lecture entitled ‘What is the Principle of 
Autonomy of EU Law Really About?’ at a confer-
ence organised by the European Central Bank 
on ‘Building Bridges: Central Banking Law in an 
Interconnected World’, in September.

Dr Adrienne Yong’s monograph, The Rise and 
Decline of Fundamental Rights in EU Citizenship 
(Hart, 2019), was published in March. In June, 
Dr Yong hosted a high-profi le roundtable on the 
topic of ‘Brexit’s Effects on Citizens, Human Rights 
& Immigration’, which was attended by represen-
tatives from the Home Offi ce, the House of Com-
mons Library, the UK Parliament, civil society and 
charity groups, practitioners and academics. The 
roundtable was funded by a grant to Dr Yong 
from the Higher Education Innovation Fund. 
Panels were chaired by Professor Elaine Fahey, 
Maja Zarkovic and Professor Dan Wilsher. A 
report of the proceedings was complied and 
edited by Dr Yong and Ms Zarkovic (open access, 
available as City Law School Working Paper 
2019/03).

Dr Thomas DC Bennett and co-editors hosted a 
workshop at City in June, in preparation for a 
forthcoming collection entitled Law and Imagina-
tion: Legal Change in Troubled Times (Routledge, 
2020): with co-author Dr Olivia Reilly, he will also 
be contributing a chapter, ‘Coleridge’s Dystopia 
and the Optics of Law’, to the collection. His fur-
ther chapter, ‘Privacy and Incrementalism’, is due 
to appear in A. Koltay and P. Wragg (eds), Research 
Handbook on Comparative Defamation and Privacy 
Law (Edward Elgar, 2020). And The Media Law 
Podcast, produced and presented by Dr Bennett 
with Dr Paul Wragg (Leeds), returns for a second 
series during the 2019–20 academic year (available 
on iTunes, Soundcloud and Spotify).

Finally, CLS’s Company Insolvency Pro Bono 
Scheme, established in early 2015, was featured 
on BBC Radio 4’s Law in Action programme on 
25 June 2019 (available as a podcast). CLS is the 
only law school with a pro bono presence in the 
High Court.

At De Montfort University the School of Law is 
offering a range of new Masters-level programmes: 
LLM International Construction Law; LLM Trans-
national Oil, Gas and Energy Sustainability Law; 
LLM Media and Entertainment Law; LLM Finan-
cial Services Law, Regulation and Compliance; 
LLM International Dispute Resolution; and MA in 
Human Resources Management.

There are also two major research projects being 
undertaken in the School. The fi rst, ‘Multi-agency 
Partnerships Respond to Modern Slavery and 
Human Traffi cking Crimes’, is led by Lauran 

Pajon. This research project focuses on the 
implementation of an empirically based Modern 
Slavery (MS) multi-agency partnership in Leices-
ter, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR), which is 
currently being piloted to inform other MS 
partnerships tackling Human Traffi cking from 
a 4Ps (i.e. Prevent, Prepare, Protect and Pursue) 
approach. Through action research, the study 
evaluates the critical success factors for effective 
MS partnerships (i.e. to secure prosecution of 
offenders, safeguarding of victims and prevention 
of the crime). The second, an empirical study of 
the marriage and divorce experiences of women in 
Qatar, is led by Rajnaara Akhtar. This socio-legal 
empirical research project undertakes a gendered 
empirical study of marriage formation and disso-
lution in Qatar, in order to propose evidence-
based reform in family law and practice. The 
empowerment of women is key to retaining strong 
families, in particular enabling their input within 
key processes, such as marriage and divorce. This 
study seeks to ascertain what particular social, 
cultural, legal, fi nancial and other challenges 
women face in legally marrying and legally 
divorcing, and their views on the effectiveness of 
legal and quasi-legal processes they are required 
to adhere to. The project is funded by the Doha 
International Family Institute.

At Dundee Law School, University of Dundee, 
Dr Mohd Hwaidi (from Nottingham Trent) and 
Dr Sean Whittaker (from a research assistant post) 
have been appointed as lecturers. Professor Stuart 
Cross has offi cially moved to Emeritus status 
(although still active in many ways), Dr Lars 
Waldorf has left for Essex and Dr Brian Jones is 
leaving for Sheffi eld. Professor Pamela Ferguson 
has taken over as Director of the distance-learning 
Masters in Healthcare Law and Ethics. Dr Luca 
Siliquini-Cinelli has seen the publication of two 
books he has edited: More Constitutional Dimen-
sions of Contract Law – A Comparative Perspective 
(with A. Hutchison of the University of Cape 
Town) and Legal Positivism in a Global and Transna-
tional Age, and has won a Fellowship at the Max 
Planck Institute for European Legal History. An 
Interdisciplinary Legal Studies Research Cluster 
has been established, led by Dr Thom Giddens, 
Dr Siliquini-Cinelli and Dr Brian Jones, and has 
held an inaugural one-day conference.

A major conference on climate change was held in 
September, organised by Dr Petra Minnerop and 
part-funded by the SLS Small Projects Fund. The 
conference – ‘Elements of a “European”, “Interna-
tional”, “Global” Climate Consensus after Paris?’ 
– included an integrated Masterclass for students 
and involved distinguished speakers from around 
the globe. Professor Raphael Heffron has been 
awarded a Jean Monnet Chair for 2019–22 to work 
on the Just Transition to a Low-Carbon Economy 
and a suite of new climate-related Masters 
modules has begun in the Centre for Energy and 
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Petroleum Law and Policy (CEPMLP) and the 
Law School. Dr Thomas Muinzer has benefi tted 
from a Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) 
Mobility Award to conduct comparative fi eld-
work in Mexico on Mexican and UK climate law 
and governance. The Extractives Hub, funded 
by DFID and hosted at the CEPMLP, now has a 
growing team, including research fellows. It serves 
to collect, create and disseminate knowledge on 
governance-related issues in the extractive indus-
tries, for the benefi t of governments in developing 
countries, with an emphasis on Africa. 

The Law School at the University of Essex 
welcomed a number of new colleagues this year. 
Dimitris Akrivos joined as a lecturer and his 
research covers law, media and crime. Johanna 
Hoekstra returns to Essex as a lecturer, having 
completed her PhD at Essex in 2016, and researches 
in the area of commercial contracts and non-state 
rules. Konstantinos Kalliris also joins us as lecturer, 
with research interests in legal theory, criminal 
law, criminal justice and behavioural economics. 
Emmanuelle Lemaire will join as a lecturer adding 
strength to the English and French Law team. She 
is currently fi nishing off her PhD thesis in Paris, 
focusing on liability in cases of mass health risks. 
Birsha Ohdedar joins us as a lecturer, bringing his 
research interest in human rights and climate 
change. He is completing his PhD on the right to 
water at SOAS. Tuba Turan returns to Essex as a 
lecturer from her current post at Altinbas Univer-
sity, having completed her PhD at Essex in 2014. 
Her research focuses on peacebuilding and par-
ticularly the concept of positive peace. At Senior 
Lecturer level, Stephen Turner joins, adding to the 
School’s expertise in environmental rights, envi-
ronmental governance and corporate responsibil-
ity. Nikos Vogiatzis is also taking up a Senior 
Lectureship. His research areas cover European 
administrative and constitutional law, the ECHR, 
and modes of extra-judicial accountability. Joining 
as a Professor of Human Rights Law, Lars 
Waldorf adds to Essex’s strength in transitional 
justice. His research particularly focuses on illib-
eral accountability, performing rights, and the 
right to information. Expanding the School’s 
clinical expertise is the appointment of Lucy 
Davies to lecturer. Lucy brings practice experience 
in the area of property law and land law. Angela 
Francis takes up a Senior Lecturer post, and brings 
a wealth of experience of professional legal train-
ing in the area of criminal law. Finally, Beverley 
Jackson joins the School in the provision of spe-
cialist academic skills to improve student success.

In September, the School paid tribute to Professor 
Sheldon Leader with a full-day conference in his 
honour. Sheldon joined the School in 1984 and 
specialises in human rights, particularly business 
and human rights, trade law and labour law. The 
School was able to bring together a range of expert 
speakers to address topics in which Sheldon has 

researched during his lengthy academic career. 
Sheldon closed the conference with his own per-
sonal refl ections on his career and contribution. 
In March 2019 Professor Richard Susskind OBE 
presented the 31st Annual Essex Law Lecture on 
the topic of the ‘future of legal services’. Professor 
Susskind is the world’s most cited author on the 
future of legal services. He presented an exciting 
and enthralling analysis of how legal services 
are being delivered to take into account techno-
logical developments, and how these might change 
further in the future. 

Jules Winterton retired as Director of the Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies on 31 December 2018. 
Jules remains active at IALS as a Senior Associate 
Research Fellow. Professor Carl Stychin joined 
the Institute as Director on 1 January 2019. He 
was also appointed a Professor in the School 
of Advanced Study of the University of London. 
Dr Colin King joined IALS from the University of 
Sussex on 1 October 2019 as a Reader in Law, with 
responsibility for doctoral research students.

The Institute is in the midst of its Transformation 
Project, a major refurbishment project of the IALS 
Building, funded by the University of London, 
which is on schedule for completion in spring 
2020. The building, its seminar rooms, lecture 
theatre and reading rooms remain open through-
out the programme of works. 

The School of Law at Keele University has made 
fi ve new Lecturer appointments: Emma Allen, 
John Cotter, Szilard Gaspar-Szilagyi, Abigail 
Pearson and Helen Saunders.

Stella Coyle and Hannah Gibbons-Jones have 
moved from Teaching Fellows to Lecturers 
(Education & Scholarship). Mark Davys has 
moved from Senior Teaching Fellow to Senior 
Lecturer (Education & Scholarship), and Forough 
Ramezankhah has moved from Teaching Fellow 
to Lecturer (Education & Research).

The Law School has been awarded £3,500 from 
the Teaching Innovation Projects Scheme to 
implement ‘Legal Essentials’: a new induction 
and holistic skills and wellbeing development 
programme for fi rst years.

Sen Raj and Alex Sharpe (along with Davina 
Cooper and Nuno Perreira) will keynote the SLSA 
conference in 2020 at Portsmouth. They will 
each speak and then engage in a discussion with 
each other and then the audience about populism, 
gender and sexuality.

The Dickson Poon School of Law at King’s 
College London welcomes the following new fac-
ulty members: Dr Jonathan Gingerich as Lecturer 
in Philosophy of Law; Dr Andriani Kalintiri as 
Lecturer in Competition Law; Dr Yael Lifshitz 
as Lecturer in Property Law; Dr Lerong Lu as 
Lecturer in International Financial Law; Henry 
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Mares as Lecturer in Criminal Law; Isidora 
Maletic as Senior Lecturer in Law (Education); 
Darren Harvey as Lecturer in Law (Education); 
Caroline van Hensbergen as Lecturer in Law 
(Education); Adeline Jeauneau as Lecturer in 
French Law (Education); Michelle Johnson as 
Lecturer in Law (Education); Dr Alex Miller Tate 
as Lecturer in Medical Ethics (Education); Tobias 
Strecker as Lecturer in German Law (Education); 
and Elin Weston as Lecturer in Law (Education). 
Dr Irit Samet, Dr Christopher Townley and Dr 
Phillippa Webb have been promoted to Professor. 
Dr Mateja Durovic, Dro Oana Stefan and Dr Eva 
Steiner have been promoted to Reader. Dr Isidora 
Maletic has been promoted to Senior Lecturer. 

After many years at Kings, including serving as 
the Head of School, Professor Timothy Macklem 
left the School to join QMUL. In addition, Dr 
Joseph Tomlinson left the School to join the 
University of Leeds and Drs Ciara Kennefi ck and 
Aruna Nair left the School to join the University of 
Oxford. Professor Ekow Yankah (Cardozo Law 
School) is visiting the School during the fi rst 
semester of the 2019–20 academic year. He will be 
teaching on various modules as well as speaking 
at the KCrim: Michelmas Hearings, on the subject 
‘Punishing the Polity’.

A sample of current research, publications and 
engagement undertaken by members of the School 
include the following. Dr Aleksandra Jordanoska 
has been awarded a BA/Leverhulme Small 
Research Grant for an empirical project on fi nan-
cial crime risks and the ‘FinTech’ industry. Profes-
sor Dionysia Katelouzou has been awarded a 
BA/Leverhulme Small Research Grant to support 
the fi rst Global Stewardship conference. Professor 
Michael Schillig has been awarded a BA/Lever-
hulme Mid-Career Fellowship.

Professor Ben Bowling (along with Robert Reiner 
and James W E Sheptycki) published, The Politics 
of the Police (OUP, 5th ed) with a number of chap-
ters appearing for the fi rst time or substantially 
rewritten. Professor Davina Cooper published 
Feeling like a State (Duke University Press). Dr 
Holger Hestermeyer published Eigenständigkeit 
und Homogenität in föderalen Systemen (Mohr 
Siebeck).

The School celebrated the achievement of Profes-
sor Penney Lewis, who has been appointed to 
the Law Commission as the Commissioner for 
Criminal Law, with her term commencing in 
January 2020. Professor Guglielmo Verdirame has 
been appointed to Queen’s Counsel by the Lord 
Chancellor. Professor Andrea Biondi received the 
Aptíssimi Prize by ESADE, recognising teaching 
and research in European Law. Professor Catharine 
MacMillan has been elected Vice President-Elect 
of the Society of Legal Scholars. Professor Philippa 
Webb received an American Society of Interna-
tional Law Certifi cate of Merit for ‘High Technical 

Craftsmanship and Utility to Lawyers and 
Scholars’ as part of her work on Oppenheim’s Inter-
national Law: United Nations Volumes I and II (OUP). 
Professor Ann Mumford published, Fiscal Sociology 
at the Centenary: UK Perspectives on Budgeting, 
Taxation and Austerity (Palgrave MacMillan). Dr 
CP McGrath published, The Development of Medical 
Liability in Germany, 1800–1945 (Verlag Vittorio 
Klostermann). Dr Joe Tomlinson published, Justice 
in the Digital State: Assessing the Next Revolution in 
Administrative Justice (Policy Press).

Professors David Nelken and John Tasioulas con-
tinue their work, in collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Informatics, as part of the ‘Discovering 
and Attesting Digital Discrimination’ project 
funded by the EPSRC. 

The 30th volume of the Kings Law Journal was 
successfully overseen by Professor Keith Ewing as 
General Editor. The fi rst issue of that volume had 
a particular focus under the title banner of ‘The 
Political Constitution at 40’ drawn from an earlier 
conference at the University of Sheffi eld. The 
second issue, guest edited by members of the 
School Dr Emily Barritt, Dr Megan Bowman and 
Dr Leslie-Anne Duvic Paoli concerned ‘Environ-
mental Justice in The Anthropocene’ and may be 
found here: https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/
rklj20/30/2?nav=tocList

The School has partnered with BARBRI Interna-
tional to offer both the New York and California 
Bar exam. The School partnered with the charity 
Prosper to offer ‘Project ReMake’, a 10-week pro-
gramme run to assist ex-prisoners in setting to set 
up their own small business, in collaboration with 
the Resume Foundation.

In collaboration with the Judiciary of England & 
Wales the School will, in January 2020, launch a 
MOOC entitled ‘The Modern Judiciary: Who They 
Are, What They Do and Why It Matters’. This free, 
online module is intended to support members 
of the public interested in these important issues. 
A launch event bringing together King’s students 
and members of the judiciary was held in the 
School in November 2019.

The School was delighted to celebrate inaugural 
lectures by Professor Davina Cooper (on the topic 
‘Making Up a World: Prefi guration, Facts and the 
Enactment of New Facts’) and Professor Frederic 
Mostert (on the topic ‘Free Speech and Internet 
Regulation’). Each drew an extensive audience 
who enjoyed a fascinating evening. 

To celebrate the centenary of women in the law 
the School has organised a programme of events 
under the banner ‘Women in Legal Practice: The 
Centenary’. The fi rst of these events was a keynote 
lecture in March by Lady Hale of Richmond with 
the title ‘Bertha Cave to Brenda Hale: A Century 
of Women in the Law’. The second event was a 
lecture by Baroness Helena Kennedy in October 
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who spoke to the challenges of life in the Bar. Two 
further events are scheduled for November 2019. 

Professor David Nelken continues his work as a 
member of the board of Scopus, with particular 
responsibility for law and criminology, assessing 
the quality of academic journals worldwide and 
providing support for governments conducting 
assessments of university systems around the 
world. Professor Nelken has also been acting as 
one of the visiting assessors of the Departments of 
Sociology and Sociology of Law at the University 
of Lund in 2019. 

In early October, the Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre for 
Politics, Philosophy, and Law held a special Law 
and Justice forum on the subject of ‘AI and the 
Law’, bringing together academics, practitioners 
and philosophers to consider a range of legal, 
ethical and regulatory issues. The event concluded 
with a public lecture by Professor Roger Brown-
sword on ‘Law 3.0’.

The London School of Economics welcomes back 
Professor Hugh Collins, the distinguished scholar 
of commercial, contract and employment law. 
Professor Collins returns to the School as the 
Cassel Chair of Commercial Law, having been the 
Vinerian Professor of English Law at the Univer-
sity of Oxford and Fellow of All Souls College for 
the last six years. Dr Jan Zglinksi joined us as an 
Assistant Professor (EU Law) in September. Jan 
was the Erich Brost Lecturer in German Law and 
EU Law at the University of Oxford. He is also 
affi liated with Oxford’s Institute of European and 
Comparative Law. Dr Elizabeth Howell joined as 
Assistant Professor (Corporate Law) in Septem-
ber. Elizabeth was previously the Slaughter and 
May Lecturer in Corporate Law, and College Lec-
turer at the Cambridge Faculty of Law, Magdalene 
College. Veerele Heyvaert has been promoted 
to Professor, and Assistant Professor Abenaa 
Owusu-Bempah has passed Interim Review. Dr 
Insa Koch has passed Major Review and been 
promoted to Associate Professor.

The LSE also bids farewell to three LSE Fellows, 
Dalia Polombo, Martin Bengtzen and Richard 
Martin, and we welcomed two new Fellows: 
Valerie Verdoodt and Raffael Fasel.

Congratulations to Associate Professor Meredith 
Rossner who has been appointed Professor of 
Criminology at the Australian National Universi-
ty. Assistant Professor Chris Thomas left the 
School to work in an exciting role as a trade lawyer 
with the UK Government Legal Department and 
for the Department of International Trade.

Many congratulations to Professor Conor Gearty 
who has been elected Vice President (Social 
Sciences) of the British Academy. Professor Gearty 
has published wide-ranging research on terror-
ism, civil liberties and human rights: Many 
congratulations also to Professor Gerry Simpson 

who has been made a Fellow of the British 
Academy (FBA) in recognition of his outstanding 
research in Public International Law.

2019 marks a century since the formal beginnings 
of a Department of Law at the London School of 
Economics (as opposed to law teaching, which 
took place from the School’s founding in 1895). 
One of William Beveridge’s fi rst acts when he 
became the Director of LSE in 1919 was to confi rm 
HC Gutteridge in the Cassel Chair of Commercial 
and Industrial Law – the department’s fi rst full-
time Professor of Law. With this anniversary in 
mind, various public events and celebrations are 
being hosted by the department over the year, cul-
minating in several public events in Michaelmas 
Term 2019. Details may be found here: http://
www.lse.ac.uk/law/centenary

Examples of LSE Law research, publications and 
‘knowledge exchange’ in 2019 so far include the 
following:

We are delighted to announce that Dr Margot 
Salomon has just won the prestigious 2019 Book 
Prize awarded by the European Society of Interna-
tional Law. The ESIL Book Prize is awarded each 
year at the ESIL Annual Conference for an out-
standing published work in the fi eld of interna-
tional law. The jury was unanimous in awarding 
The Misery of International Law: Confrontations 
with Injustice in the Global Economy (OUP, 2018) 
to Margot and her co-authors, John Linarelli 
(Durham) and Sornarajah (Singapore), praising 
the authors’ ‘excellent methodology, analytical 
accuracy, quality of writing and originality of their 
conclusions’.

The third intergovernmental conference on a 
legally binding instrument under the UN Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea for the regulation of 
marine genetic resources of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction took place from August 19th–30th at 
the United Nations. Dr Siva Thambisetty acted as 
Adviser to the Offi ce of the Pacifi c Ocean Commis-
sioner (OPOC) and Fiji, who currently coordinate 
the negotiating positions of the Pacifi c Small 
Island Developing States (PSIDS). IGC4 will take 
place during March 2020. Dr Thambisetty’s work 
is part-funded by an LSE Knowledge Exchange 
and Impact grant (KEI). 

In his new book Bankruptcy: The Case for Relief in an 
Economy of Debt, Assistant Professor with the LSE 
Department of Law, Dr Joseph Spooner, presents 
a social insurance theory of bankruptcy – a theory 
that focuses on how bankruptcy law could be used 
to offer relief to debt-laden individuals and in 
doing so release the burden of debt on our economy, 
whilst also acting as a safety net of last resort for 
struggling households.

Recent faculty contributions to ongoing debates 
on Brexit, on the Parthenon Marbles, on circumci-
sion and on a proposal to change US patent rules 
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(amongst other topics) can all be found at http://
www.lse.ac.uk/law/news

The LSE Law Working Paper Series continues 
successfully, publishing new research by faculty 
in a freely accessible online format. The series 
comprises three issues over the academic year 
(Spring, Summer and Winter) and in the latest 
issue, six new working papers were published, 
available at: http://www.lse.ac.uk/law/news/
2019/working-paper-series-summer-2019

In May, Dr Eva Micheler (Systemic Risk Centre, 
LSE Law) and Dr Jon Danielsson (Systemic Risk 
Centre, LSE Finance),co-organised a conference 
on ‘Technology in Finance, Law and Regulation’. 
If you missed it but are still interested in the use 
of technology in fi nancial markets, you can fi nd 
the conference report on the Systemic Risk Centre 
website.

Professor Niamh Moloney (our Head of Depart-
ment) was awarded an honorary doctorate by 
the University of Zurich at its recent 2019 Dies 
Academicus in recognition of her work on EU 
fi nancial regulation. President Juan Manuel Santos, 
an LSE alumnus, former Colombian President 
between 2010–18, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 2016, attended our recent graduation ceremony, 
receiving an honorary doctorate from the School 
for his signifi cant contributions to peace and 
reconciliation.

2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the fi rst gradu-
ates from Manchester Law School’s own law 
degree at Manchester Metropolitan University. A 
number of exciting events will be held to mark this 
occasion, with further information to follow. The 
School has made a number of key appointments 
over the past 12 months. Following the retirement 
of Catherine Little, Professor Andrew Francis has 
joined the faculty from the University of Leeds as 
the new Head of School. Andrew, who was Direc-
tor of the Centre for Innovation and Research in 
Legal Education and is an expert in social mobility 
and diversity of the legal profession, access to 
justice and legal education, will draw on his 
wealth of experience to lead the School into its 
next 50 years of service to its communities. Dr 
Katarina Pijetlovic has been appointed Reader in 
Sports Law and Kevin Carpenter, Special Counsel 
at Genius Sports, will develop the School’s exper-
tise in Sports Law. Dr Jenny Kanellopoulou has 
joined as a specialist in IP Law. These three new 
colleagues will play an instrumental part in the 
redevelopment of the LLM International Business 
Law, providing modules in competition law, 
international arbitration and the operation of WIPO.

Dr Kay Lalor has successfully completed her 
Leverhulme Scholarship for the project, ‘Interna-
tional Relations and LGBTI rights: Conditionality, 
Diplomacy and Activism’. This focused on the 
role of non-legal bodies such as the World Bank 

in shaping and infl uencing different legal 
approaches to gender and sexuality. It explored 
the complexities that arise when forms of pressure 
such as including aid conditionality, diplomacy 
and public campaigning are used transnationally 
to attempt to advance LGBTI rights. Dr Jenny 
Kanellopoulou has secured a BA/Leverhulme 
Small Research Grant for her project, ‘Making and 
Managing Ljubljana’s Urban Squats: Inclusive and 
Participatory Practices’. Applying the theory of 
network communitarianism, she is investigating 
whether the ways in which space users operate 
in a networked environment can infl uence regula-
tory results in the physical world. Dr Jorge Nunez 
continues to convene the Juris North: Legal and 
Political Philosophy Discussion Group in conjunc-
tion with the Law Schools at Durham, Hull, 
Manchester, Liverpool and Surrey.

There are a number of new faculty appointments 
at the University of Glasgow Law School for the 
start of the new academic year: Professor Nicole 
Busby (from the University of Strathclyde); Dr 
Catriona Cannon (Glasgow PhD programme), 
Lecturer in Commercial Law; Cansin Carga 
(Glasgow PhD programme), Lecturer in Competi-
tion Law; Dr Magali Eben (from the University of 
Leeds), Lecturer in Competition Law; Dr Rachel 
McPherson (from the ESRC Just Energy project), 
Lecturer in Criminal Law; Liv Naidoo (from the 
University of Cape Town), Lecturer in Commer-
cial Law; Dr Luis Porangaba (from the University 
of Oxford), Lecturer in IP Law; Dr Lea Raible 
(from the University of Maastricht), Lecturer in 
Public Law; and Dr Chi Zhang (from the Chinese 
University of Mining and Technology in Beijing), 
Lecturer in Commercial Law.

Irene-marie Esser and Konstantinos Sergakis have 
been promoted to Professors.

At Middlesex University, the School of Law is 
delighted to welcome Dr Lyubomira Gramcheva 
(formerly a Research Fellow at the University 
of Nottingham) and Dr Niall Moran (formerly 
a Legal Offi cer at the Council of the European 
Union).

In a major innovation pushing the boundaries of 
evidence presented before international courts, 
the European Human Rights Advocacy Centre 
(EHRAC) commissioned digital investigations 
experts, Forensic Architecture, to create an inter-
active online ‘platform’ evidencing Russia’s mili-
tary involvement in the confl ict in Eastern Ukraine. 
The evidence was submitted in Ponomarenko v 
Ukraine and Russia, a key case before the European 
Court of Human Rights in which EHRAC repre-
sented 25 Ukrainian volunteer combatants cap-
tured and ill-treated by Russian military forces 
and ‘DPR’ separatists in Eastern Ukraine. Russia 
continues to deny any military participation in the 
confl ict. This is the fi rst time the Court has consid-
ered evidence gathered by machine learning and 
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presented in an interactive digital format, and was 
widely reported by the Guardian, BBC, Wired and 
the Kyiv Post amongst others.

EHRAC’s recent successes before the European 
Court of Human Rights include Vazagashvili and 
Shanava v Georgia, Jafarov v Azerbaijan, and Ozdoyev 
and Tsechoyev v Russia. Vazagashvili and Shanava v 
Georgia concerned the assassination of two men in 
an ambush by Georgian police. The Court held 
that ‘justice delayed is often justice denied’ and 
that States have a duty to be more stringent when 
punishing their own law enforcement agents to 
combat the sense of impunity state agents may 
enjoy by virtue of their very offi ce. In Jafarov v 
Azerbaijan, the Court held that the domestic 
authorities’ refusal to register the Human Rights 
Club, NGO of prominent human rights defender 
Rasul Jafarov, was unlawful. The refusal to 
register the NGO formed the basis of Jafarov’s 
conviction and imprisonment for illegal entrepre-
neurship. The Court held that his conviction 
and imprisonment were politically motivated, 
intended to silence and punish him for his human 
rights activities. In Ozdoyev and Tsechoyev v Russia, 
the Court held Russia responsible for the enforced 
disappearance and presumed death of Mr 
Ozdoyev and Mr Tsechoyev. Mr Ozdoyev was an 
assistant prosecutor who had been openly critical 
of the federal security services in Ingushetia 
for unlawful activities including torture, arbitrary 
detentions and extra-judicial executions; Mr 
Tsechoyev was an opposition activist and head of 
a local NGO in Ingushetia.

Conferences and other events hosted by Middle-
sex University School of Law include ‘EU Residents 
and BREXIT’ in June, ‘Decolonisation: Meanings, 
Experiences and Actions’ in June, ‘3rd International 
Kurdish Studies Conference: Shifting Dynamics of 
the Kurdistan Question in a Changing Middle 
East’ in June, and ‘Roundtable Gender Equality at 
the Intersection of Politics, Economics and Law’ in 
July. As part of the H2020-funded RECONNECT 
project, a joint Middlesex University and Univer-
sity of Groningen workshop dedicated to ‘Rule of 
Law Backsliding in the EU’ was held at Princeton 
University in March.

Books launched at the School of Law in October 
include: Radicalization (by Professor Kevin 
McDonald); Visions of Political Violence (by Profes-
sor Vincenzo Ruggiero); and Data in Society: 
Challenging Statistics in an Age of Globalisation 
(edited by Jeff Evans, Sally Ruane and Humphrey 
Southall).

Recent publications from faculty members 
include: Edel Hughes (co-edited by Michelle 
Farrell and Eleanor Drywood), Human Rights in the 
Media: Fear and Fetish (Routledge, 2019); Vincenzo 
Ruggiero (editor), Organized Crime and Terrorist 
Networks (Routledge, 2019); Erica Howard, Law 
and the Wearing of Religious Symbols in Europe, 2nd 

edition (Routledge, 2019); Vincenzo Ruggiero, 
Visions of Political Violence (Routledge, 2019); 
Maureen Spencer and John Spencer, Evidence 
Concentrate: Law Revision and Study Guide, 6th 
edition (Oxford University Press, 2019); and 
Julie Trebilcock and Samantha Weston, Mental 
Health and Offending: Care, Coercion and Control 
(Routledge, 2019).

The School of Law at the National University of 
Ireland Galway was been named ‘Law School of 
the Year 2019’ at the Irish Law Awards. Dr Maeve 
O’Rourke joined the Irish Centre for Human 
Rights and School of Law at NUI Galway in April 
as Lecturer in Human Rights Law and Programme 
Director of the new BCL Law and Human Rights. 
Before coming to Galway, she was Senior Research 
and Policy Offi cer at the Irish Council for Civil 
Liberties, Visiting Scholar and Occasional Lecturer 
at University College Dublin School of Law.

Legal history was made when the highest court 
in Ireland, the Supreme Court, sat in the Aula 
Maxima, NUI Galway in March 2019. This was the 
fi rst time that the Supreme Court sat outside of a 
courthouse since it returned to the Four Courts in 
1932, the fi rst time it sat in Galway and only the 
third time the Court sat outside of Dublin. The 
School of Law organised a number of events to 
engage students and the public in the historic 
visit. Chief Justice Frank Clarke delivered a speech 
to the legal community on ‘The Common Law 
Post-Brexit’ at an event hosted jointly with the 
Galway Solicitors’ Bar Association. To coincide 
with International Women’s Day, a public lecture 
on ‘Women on Supreme Courts’ took place with 
many high-profi le speakers including Ú dará s na 
hOllscoile Chair and former Supreme Court Judge, 
Mrs Justice Catherine McGuinness, and NUI Gal-
way graduate and Chief Justice of the Seychelles, 
Mrs Justice Matilda Twomey. The School of Law 
delivered a series of student seminars in conjunc-
tion with members of the Supreme Court where 
students had a unique opportunity to interact with 
the judiciary and academic law staff.

Congratulations to Dr Caterina Gardiner who, in 
March, successfully defended her doctoral thesis 
‘Business to Consumer Contracts in the Electronic 
Marketplace: Striking a Proper Balance between 
Private and Public Regulatory Objectives’ at the 
School of Law, University College Cork. A number 
of students completed their doctoral studies dur-
ing 2019: Sinéad O’Donnell, Theerada Somanand, 
Niloufar Omidi, Hayley Mulligan, Silvia Gagliardi 
and Caroline Sweeney. The School of Law had 
great success in the latest round of Hardiman 
Scholarships with two applicants receiving offers: 
Parisa Zangeneh (on the design of the International 
Criminal Court, supervised by Professor Ray 
Murphy) and Niamh Keady-Tabbal (on the EU-
Turkey Agreement and asylum policy and practice, 
supervised by Professor Siobhán Mullally). In 
addition, four doctoral candidates in the School 
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were successful in their applications for Irish 
Research Council funding: Keelin Barry, Cliona De 
Bhailís, Noemi Magugliani and Sahara Nankan.

Dr Ioanna Tourkochoriti was awarded in Decem-
ber 2019 the Simon Roberts Fellowship by the Law 
Department of the London School of Economics 
and Political Science. She was also awarded a 
year-long Fellowship by LSE’s Law Department 
for academic year 2019–20. As the Chair of the 
Younger Comparativists Committee of the 
American Society of Comparative Law (ASCL), 
Dr Tourkochoriti organised the 8th Annual Con-
ference of the group in May at McGill School of 
Law. Dr Connie Healy of the School of Law was 
awarded Irish Research Council (New Founda-
tions) Funding in March to undertake research 
into the Unifi ed Family Courts system in Balti-
more, USA. Separately, Connie also secured EU 
Erasmus Mobility Funding (DELTA Scholarship) 
to undertake training in International Arbitration 
at Leiden University, Den Haag Campus.

Dr Shane Darcy has been appointed to the Busi-
ness and Human Rights Implementation Group 
established by the Irish Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade in January 2019. He also served 
as a country reporter for an EU-funded project on 
human rights and environmental due diligence 
coordinated by the British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law. From September, Dr Darcy 
will be a visiting fellow at Doshisha University in 
Kyoto, having been awarded a Fellowship from 
the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. His 
book, To Serve the Enemy; Informers, Collaborators 
and the Laws of Armed Confl ict (OUP) was pub-
lished in September. Dr John Danaher has been 
appointed to the European Commission’s dedi-
cated Expert Group on specifi c ethical issues 
raised by driverless mobility. Dr Lucy-Ann Buck-
ley and Dr Shivaun Quinlivan were appointed 
as expert advisors to the States of Guernsey 
regarding the development of new multi-ground 
equality legislation. 

Dr Brian Tobin was part of a consortium (with Dr 
Sarah-Anne Buckley & Dr Rebecca Barr, NUIG, 
and Dr Mary McAuliffe, UCD) awarded funding 
from the Irish Research Council in March 2019 for 
a ‘Creative Connections’ project on ‘Feminism, 
Fertility and Reproduction: Towards a Progres-
sive Politics’. The project will explore progressive 
approaches to reproduction in 21st-century Ireland. 

The Irish Centre for Human Rights co-hosted a 
Distinguished Lecture in April with the Interna-
tional Law Association (Irish Branch) on ‘Gender-
ing Counter-Terrorism’ with Professor Fionnuala 
Ní Aoláin, UN Special Rapporteur on Counter-
Terrorism. The Chair was the Hon. Ms. Justice 
Iseult O’Malley of the Supreme Court. Professor 
William A. Schabas, Emeritus Professor at the 
Irish Centre for Human Rights, School of Law 
delivered a Holocaust Memorial Lecture in Janu-
ary 2019 on the role that ideas of racial superiority 

played in the Holocaust. The Irish Centre for 
Human Rights and the School of Law hosted a 
panel discussion with Dr Mary Robinson, former 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (1997–2002) and the fi rst female President 
of Ireland (1990–97), on the ‘The Necessity of 
Advocacy’ at NUI Galway in October 2018. 

The NUI Galway Innocence Clinic hosted an 
on-stage conversation with Paddy Armstrong, 
wrongfully convicted as part of the Guildford 
Four, and journalist Mary-Elaine Tynan in their 
fi rst ever appearance in Galway in April. A confer-
ence on Medical Litigation, organised by Ursula 
Connolly of the School of Law and Mr Stephen 
Kearns, Consultant Orthopedic Surgeon, Bon 
Secours Hospital, took place in October.

The world’s largest Disability Law Summer School 
focusing on the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities took place in 
NUI Galway in June. This was the 11th Interna-
tional Disability Law Summer School to be hosted 
by the University’s Centre for Disability Law and 
Policy. The overall theme of this year’s Summer 
School was ‘Persons with Disabilities and the 
Right to Family Life’. The VOICES Project, based 
under Professor Eilionóir Flynn at the Centre for 
Disability Law and Policy, held an exhibition to 
mark the publication of their edited collection and 
the completion of the project in October 2018 at the 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
in Dublin.

Ms Fatou Bensouda, the Prosecutor of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court delivered a public lecture 
in June during this year’s annual Summer School 
on the International Criminal Court. This special 
event marked the 20th anniversary of this world-
renowned Summer School hosted each year by the 
Irish Centre for Human Rights at the School of 
Law. A conference on ‘Policing, Human Rights & 
Communities’ hosted by the School of Law and 
Irish Centre for Human Rights with support from 
Government of Ireland/Rialtas na hÉireann took 
place in April. The conference focused on the main 
recommendations of the Report of the Commis-
sion on the Future of Policing in Ireland, published 
in September 2018, which acknowledged human 
rights as the core purpose of policing and commit-
ted unequivocally to the ideal of policing with 
communities. The Irish Centre for Human Rights 
launched the LLM in International Migration and 
Refugee Law and Policy in February. The School 
of Law launched two new BCL degrees, one in 
Law, Criminology and Criminal Justice, and one 
in Law and Taxation.

Newcastle University welcomes several new col-
leagues to the Law School. Professor Bryan Clarke 
joined the Law School in April as a Professor of 
Law and Civil Justice. He is a socio-legal scholar 
with interests in mediation and alternative dis-
pute resolution, particularly how these processes 
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interact with formal civil justice and the workings 
of lawyers and judges. Dr Ben Farrand joined the 
Law School in April as a Reader in Law & Emerg-
ing Technologies. His research is interdisciplinary 
and focuses on the interactions between law and 
politics in the regulation of new technologies. 
Dr Sue Farran joined the Law School in May as 
a Reader in Law and has research interests in the 
fi eld of human rights and property, encompassing 
in particular the rights of women, children and 
indigenous people, and land, natural resources 
and intellectual property. Penny Booth and 
Beverley Smith were both appointed to part-time 
posts in August. Penny’s interests are Family 
and Child Law as well as pedagogy. Beverley is 
formerly a practising solicitor and then secondary 
school Deputy Head Teacher with research inter-
ests in legal education and transition. Anna Jobe 
and Christine Fletcher both commenced full-time 
lectureships in September. Anna is researching 
discursive constructions of religious symbols 
and their regulation whilst Christine is a qualifi ed 
solicitor with interests in compliance, risk and 
regulation in the legal sector and legal education.

The Newcastle Forum for Human Rights & Social 
Justice organised a very successful international 
conference on 1 and 2 March 2019, focusing on 
‘Protecting Cultural Heritage in Armed Confl ict 
and Situations of Forcible Displacement: An 
(Emerging) Human Right?’ In parallel with the 
conference the organisers hosted an art exhibition 
at the Hatton Gallery (Long Gallery and the 
Atrium, Newcastle University, NE1 7RH), titled 
‘Parallel Republic’, lent by the organisation 
Rethink Rebuild Society (Manchester). Dr Elena 
Katselli and Dr Conall Mallory (both at Newcastle 
University) and Dr Kasey McCall-Smith (Edin-
burgh University) have also continued to develop 
the Northern UK Human Rights Research Net-
work which met in November 2018 and April 2019 
to discuss research work in progress by members 
from the participating institutions.

Elsewhere, Elliot Winter is currently on second-
ment from Newcastle University Law School to 
Pittsburgh University Law School. He is deliver-
ing courses on the law of armed confl ict and the 
law of the WTO and is working to build further 
strategic links between the two universities. A 
number of staff also attended and presented at the 
annual Society of Legal Scholars (SLS) conference 
hosted by the University of Central Lancashire. Dr 
Hélène Tyrrell’s book, Human Rights in the UK and 
the Infl uence of Foreign Jurisprudence, was named 
as a runner-up for the SLS Peter Birks Prize for 
Outstanding Legal Scholarship. 

Newcastle Law School has also been expanding 
the outreach and widening participation activity, 
led by Dr Joshua Jowitt. Central to this effort 
was the resurrection of the School’s Excelsior 
Programme; current undergraduates mentor stu-
dents at Excelsior Academy through an intensive 

introduction to how the law works, with the 
aim of raising aspirations amongst students who 
may not have law on their radar. The Excelsior 
Programme won the ‘Community Initiative of the 
Year’ Award at the Northern Law Awards in June. 
Joshua Jowitt and Samantha Ryan attended the 
same ceremony as shortlisted fi nalists for ‘Law 
Teacher of the Year’. Newcastle Law School is also 
proud to further develop its Widening Participa-
tion activities through a partnership with the 
Sutton Trust to deliver the fi rst ‘Pathways to Law’ 
programme based in the North East of England. 

The Law School at Northumbria University wel-
comes a number of new faculty members: Marion 
Oswald – Vice Chancellor’s Research Fellow; 
Daley Birkett – Vice Chancellor’s Research Fellow; 
Amanda Clough – Senior Lecturer; Kyriakos 
Kotsoglou – Senior Lecturer; and Peter Cserne – 
Associate Law Professor.

Northumbria has submitted to the Bar Standards 
Board for validation a proposal for a new Bar 
Course. The proposed course replicates practice at 
the Bar to an extent that was not possible on the 
BPTC. Single skills modules are replaced with 
practice-focused modules in the three main foun-
dational areas of practice at the junior Bar: Family, 
Civil and Crime. Within each module students 
will encounter briefs which incorporate advocacy, 
drafting, opinion writing and conference skills, 
linked to the relevant procedural framework and 
ethical considerations as if they were in practice, 
including cases that settle. Integrated into those 
briefs will be issues which, in modern practice, 
students will be expected to have knowledge of – 
including for example, examination of vulnerable 
witnesses, expert evidence, forensic statistics and 
algorithms. 

Northumbria Law School has launched a new 
suite of postgraduate taught Master of Laws 
courses. This award allows students, from both 
law and non-law backgrounds, to study special-
isms at the frontiers of legal research under the 
umbrella of a recognised postgraduate qualifi ca-
tion. Based around the world leading research 
taking place within the Law School, the LLM Law 
has four branch specialisms: Cyber Law, Space 
Law, International Commercial Law and Interna-
tional Finance with Criminal Justice being added 
for 2020–21.

Helen Rutherford, Neil Harrison and Dr Elaine 
Hall are piloting an archival research strand of the 
fourth-year MLaw project module. In conjunction 
with Tyne and Wear Archives staff, students 
identify primary material to spark an idea for a 
project. The project will include a research ques-
tion, a review of the material, and a discussion 
of the identifi ed sources in a local and national 
context. Current research projects include 19th-
century policing in Newcastle, mining legislation 
and pit disasters in Northumberland. Work will 
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be shared with local communities via an end-of-
year exhibition. 

Marion Oswald is involved in a project with the 
Royal United Services Institute and the Centre for 
Data Ethics and Innovation to explore data analyt-
ics in policing, in order to feed into CDEI’s work 
to produce a draft code of practice for policing and 
data analytics. The interim briefi ng paper ‘Data 
Analytics and Algorithmic Bias in Policing’ was 
published earlier in September 2019 and can be 
found at https://rusi.org/publication/briefi ng-
papers/data-analytics-and-algorithmic-bias-
policing

Lyndsey Bengtsson, Rachel Dunn and Siobhan 
McConnell lead a research project focused upon 
the pedagogic value of the innovative Policy Clinic 
operating within the award-winning Student 
Law Offi ce. Professor Chris Newman’s successful 
£6.5 million bid with the Open University to E3 
Research England incorporates his appointment 
as a Visiting Professor within the School of Law 
at the OU to advise on the governance aspects of 
astrobiology. Emmanuel Guinchard has received 
£44,095 from the United Nations Development 
Programme for a project entitled ‘International 
Consultant to Develop the Civil Procedure Code’. 
Mrs Victoria Roper has received funding from the 
Global Alliance for Justice Education to undertake 
a project, ‘Gender Based Violence Justice Educa-
tion in the UK and India: 4,000 Miles Apart or 
Closer Than We Think?’. Miss Carole Burrell has 
received funding from the Society of Legal Schol-
ars to undertake ‘The Legal Research Agenda for 
Medicine, Capacity and Mental Health: A Gap 
Analysis’. The Association of Law Teachers have 
funded Mrs Jill Alexander to work on her project, 
‘Technological Challenges for Modern Law School 
Pedagogy’ preparing graduates for the modern 
law fi rm’.

Two new Assistant Professors joined the Law 
School at the University of Nottingham in 
September: Dr Marianthi Pappa who served last 
academic year as a Teaching Associate at Notting-
ham and Ms Judith Skillen who was a Teaching 
Fellow at King’s College London. Dr Pappa holds 
a PhD in International Law of the Sea from the 
University of Aberdeen. Ms Skillen is writing her 
PhD at Durham Law School on tort law theory.

Several members of staff were promoted in recent 
months. Dr Annamaria La Chimia was promoted 
to Professor of Law and Development; Dr Richard 
Hyde was promoted to Professor of Law, Regula-
tion and Governance, and Dr Andrea Tosato 
has been promoted to Associate Professor in 
Commercial Law.

Dr Edward Goodwin (Associate Professor and 
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies) received 
the prestigious Lord Dearing award for university 
staff members who have made a world-class con-
tribution towards enhancing the student learning 

experience. Dr Goodwin teaches on land law, 
trusts and international environmental law, and 
provides lectures to second-year undergraduate 
students studying land law.

Professor Estelle Derclaye was elected to be 
President of the European Copyright Society from 
May 2021 to May 2022. Professor Aoife Nolan 
was appointed as a member of the Scottish 
Government’s Children’s Rights Working Group. 
Convened in June 2019, the Working Group will 
inform the development of a model that incorpo-
rates the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into domestic law 
in Scotland.

Professor Paul Roberts published Forensic Science 
Evidence and Expert Witness Testimony: Reliability 
Through Reform? (edited with Professor Michael 
Stockdale, Northumbria Law School). The book 
explores the contemporary challenges of forensic 
science evidence and expert witness testimony in 
theoretical, practical and comparative contexts. 
Conceptual and Contextual Perspectives on the Modern 
Law of Treaties edited by Michael Bowman and 
Professor Dino Kritsiotis was also recently pub-
lished. The volume represents the culmination of 
a series of collaborative explorations by leading 
experts into the operation, development and effec-
tiveness of the modern law of treaties, as viewed 
through both a conceptual perspective and their 
application in particular substantive or institu-
tional contexts. The publication of the book was 
celebrated and discussed in the Locarno Suite at 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce in London 
with Sir Iain Macleod KCMG (Legal Adviser, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce) opening 
deliberations and describing the volume as ‘a real 
work of excellence’. Professor Sandesh Sivakuma-
ran’s book, Oppenheim’s International Law: United 
Nations (OUP) (co-authored with Dame Rosalyn 
Higgins, Philippa Webb, Dapo Akande and James 
Sloan), has been awarded the American Society 
of International Law Certifi cate of Merit for high 
technical craftsmanship and utility to practising 
lawyers and scholars.

Professor Antony Duff of the Stirling Law School 
visited the School during the spring as the JC 
Smith visiting scholar. Professor Duff gave a 
faculty seminar on the ‘Two Models of Criminal 
Fault’ as well as a lecture in the criminal law 
module. He also participated in a workshop on 
‘Epistemology and Criminal Evidence’. 

In April, the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights 
(FRA) published a four-part report on access to 
justice for victims of crime. The report is based on 
fi eld research conducted in seven Member States, 
including the United Kingdom where research 
was carried by the School’s Human Rights Law 
Centre. Interviews captured the perspectives of 
victims of violent crime, and of victim support 
staff, lawyers, the police and judges. The report 
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showed that, in the UK, overall, criminal justice 
professionals felt that the rights and concerns of 
victims are taken very seriously, but felt that both 
the structure of the criminal justice system in the 
UK and limited resources leave areas where more 
needs to be done in order to support victims. This 
view was mirrored by the experiences of the 
victims interviewed. A heavy reliance on civil 
society organisations for the provision of support 
services was also uncovered and points to the 
need for more government funding in this area.

During the summer, the Public Procurement 
Research Group hosted a focus group in Notting-
ham for the Cabinet Offi ce on the subject of public 
procurement legislation after Brexit. The event 
involved invited leading academic experts on 
public procurement legislation and a number of 
offi cials from the Cabinet Offi ce talking through 
their various ideas for dealing with all aspects of 
public procurement in the post-Brexit environ-
ment. The Cabinet Offi ce’s initial consultations 
will be followed in due course by a general consul-
tation in which all stakeholders will be able to 
comment on the ideas being proposed.

Finally, the University of Nottingham Student 
Law Society won awards for ‘Student Law Society 
of the Year’ and ‘Most Committed to Increasing 
Diversity’ at the LawCareers.Net Student Law 
Society Awards 2019.

At Nottingham Law School, Nottingham Trent 
University, new faculty members include Nash-
mil Motazedi (formerly part-time lecturer), 
Dr Ruth Brittle and Dr Richard Watkins from the 
University of Nottingham, Adam Buick from the 
University of Leeds, Thomas Kemp from the Uni-
versity of Kent, Dr Fayokemi (Kemi) Olorundami 
from the University of Greenwich, Dr Yuan Qiong 
Hu from the University of Durham, Dr Hakan 
Sahin from Maltepe University, Istanbul, Dr Chuyi 
Wei from the University of Leeds, Dr Eddy Wifa 
from the University of Aberdeen and Andrii 
Zharikov from Aston University. A number of 
new colleagues join Nottingham Law School from 
practice, including Victoria Dunstall from Actons 
Solicitors in Nottingham, Siân Hughes from Flint 
Bishop LLP and Stephanie Millerchip from Fraser 
Brown Solicitors. 

A number of faculty are departing: Helen Avis 
(to the University of Law); Dr Mohd Hwaidi 
(to Dundee University); Pina McAleer (to De 
Montfort University); Professor Elizabeth Kirk (to 
the University of Lincoln); and Anne Davies and 
Tracy Heppell retiring.

Professor Adrian Walters has been invited to 
become a Fellow of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and Elspeth Berry, Matthew Homewood 
and Barbara Bogusz (of the University of Leices-
ter) have published the fourth edition of Complete 
EU Law (OUP, 2019).

Professor Ben McFarlane has been appointed to 
the Professorship of English Law at the University 
of Oxford. Professor McFarlane started in October 
2019 and is a Fellow of St John’s College. Professor 
Tsilly Dagan has been appointed to the Professor-
ship of Taxation Law in the Law Faculty. Professor 
Dagan started in September 2019 and is a Fellow 
of Worcester College. Professor Robert Burrell has 
been appointed to the Professorship of Intellectual 
Property and Information Technology Law.

Dr Joanna Bell has been appointed to a Tutorial 
Fellowship and Associate Professorship in Law, 
St Edmund Hall and Faculty of Law. Dr Hayley 
Hooper has been appointed to a Tutorial Fellow-
ship and Associate Professorship in Law, Harris 
Manchester College and Faculty of Law. Dr Aruna 
Nair has been appointed to a Tutorial Fellowship 
and Associate Professorship in Law, Hertford 
College and Faculty of Law. Dr Lavanya Rajamani 
took up her post as a Professor of International 
Environmental Law, Faculty of Law, and Yamani 
Fellow in Public International Law, St Peter’s Col-
lege in August. Thom Wetzer has been appointed 
as Associate Professor of Law and Finance, replac-
ing Dan Awrey who has taken up a post at Cornell 
Law School. Dr Gabrielle Watson has been 
appointed to the Shaw Foundation Fellowship in 
Law at Lincoln College. 

Four new three-year research fellowships have 
been awarded to the following recipients, starting 
in Autumn 2019: Leverhulme Trust Early Career 
Fellowship, Dr Lena Rose, at the Centre for Socio-
Legal Studies – ‘Christianity on Trial: Asylum, 
Conversion, and the Modern-Nation State’; British 
Academy postdoctoral fellowships: Dr Daisy 
Ogembo – ‘A Constitutional Prod: Has Transfor-
mative Constitutionalism in Africa Resulted in 
Institutional Change and Power Shifts in Tax 
Administration?’; Dr Leah Trueblood, Career 
Development Fellow and Tutor in Public and 
EU Law at Worcester College – ‘Rumours of the 
Death of Political Parties Have Been Greatly Exag-
gerated’; Dr Richard Martin – ‘Equality in Action? 
The Performance of the Public Sector Equality 
Duty Across the UK’.

Seven Faculty members received the title of full 
Professor in the university’s 2019 Recognition of 
Distinction Awards: Rachel Condry, Professor 
of Criminology; Julie Dickson, Professor of Legal 
Philosophy; Richard Ekins, Professor of Law; Dev 
Gangjee, Professor of Intellectual Property Law; 
Tarun Khaitan, Professor of Public Law and Legal 
Theory; Jeremias Prassl, Professor of Law; Jake 
Rowbottom, Professor of Law.

The School of Law, Oxford Brookes University, 
welcomes three new faculty members: Dr Ellen 
Gordon-Bouvier, Senior Lecturer in Law; Luke 
Campbell, Teaching Fellow in Law; Dr Daniela 
Nadj, Lecturer in Law. The School will be intro-
ducing three new programmes in September 2020: 
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Law with Business, Law with Criminology and 
a Foundation Year in Law. Dr Chieh Huang has 
been given €15,000 by the Chiang Ching-kuo 
Foundation to research on private actors in trade 
disputes.

The School of Law, Queen Mary University of 
London welcomes Dr Tanzil Chowdhury to a 
permanent lectureship in Public Law. Conor 
Crummey joins the department as a Lecturer in 
Public law and Sanmeet Kaur Dua joins from City 
University as a Senior Lecturer in Contract Law. 
Anjana Bahl joins as a Lecturer in Family law from 
London Metropolitan University and Dr Nataly 
Papadopoulou comes from the University of 
Huddersfi eld as a Lecturer in Medical Law. Dr 
Hedi Viterbo from the University of Essex, Dr 
Leila Ullrich, currently British Academy postdoc-
toral Research Fellow at Oxford and Dr John 
Adenitire of the University of Birmingham join 
us as Strategic Lecturers in Law. The department 
also welcomes three Global Law Chairs: Professor 
Ratna Kapur from the Jindal Global Law School, 
Professor Timothy Macklem from King’s College 
London, and Professor Richard Falk of Princeton 
University.

Dr Daniel Wang has taken a position at the Law 
School of Sao Paulo. Dr Daniela Nadj has moved 
to Oxford Brookes; Professor Richard Ashcroft has 
left the department to become Deputy Dean of 
Law at City University. Dr Violeta Moreno-Lax 
will leave Queen Mary In January 2020 for a Chair 
at the Centre for the Social Study of Migration and 
Refugees at Ghent University.

Professor Malgosia Fitzmaurice has been elected 
to the Institut de Droit International. Dr Noam 
Gur has been announced as a joint second prize 
winner in the Society of Legal Scholars’ 2019 Peter 
Birks book prize for his monograph Legal Direc-
tives and Practical Reasons (OUP, 2018). Professor 
Rafael Leal-Arcas has published EU Trade Law 
(Edward Elgar, 2019) and Solutions for Sustainabil-
ity (Springer, 2019).

The School of Law at Queen’s University Belfast 
is delighted to welcome new colleagues. Dr Ivanka 
Antova has joined the School as a postdoctoral 
fellow on an ESRC-funded project on health gov-
ernance after Brexit. Ms Sarah Craig has joined the 
School as a Lecturer (Education). Her research is 
focused on Refugee Law and Human Rights Law. 
Professor Anne-Maree Farrell joins Queen’s from 
Latrobe University in Australia, where she was 
Director of the Centre for Health Law and Society. 
Her area of research expertise lies in health and 
medical law, with current areas of interest being 
the regulation of human bodies and tissue, health 
security, health technology and the law, and 
clinical negligence and patient safety. Dr Andrew 
Godden joins Queen’s having just completed his 
doctoral studies at the School of Law. His research 
interests are in the area of Public/International 

Law, with a particular focus on poverty and inter-
national development. Dr Clayton Ó Néill joins 
Queen’s as a lecturer. He was previously a lecturer 
in Nottingham Law School, Nottingham Trent 
University. Clayton’s research lies in the area of 
medical law and ethics, particularly the relation-
ship between religion, medicine and law.

The Law School was sorry to bid farewell to Dr 
Oisin Suttle, who was appointed Assistant Profes-
sor in Law at Maynooth University. The School 
would like to thank him for his contribution.The 
School is delighted to report that Professor Kieran 
McEvoy and Professor Fionnuala Ní Aoláin were 
elected to the Royal Irish Academy. Professor 
Robin Hickey has been elected as an Honorary 
Academic Member of the Property Bar Associa-
tion (PBA). Professor Louise Mallinder was 
appointed a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sci-
ences. Professor Chris McCrudden was appointed 
academic member of the Judicial Studies Board. 
Professor Daithí Mac Síthigh was one of seven 
Eisenhower Fellows appointed from across North-
ern Ireland, and visited cities across the United 
States in May/June 2019, working on a theme of 
‘promoting good governance to drive responsible 
innovation in smart cities’. Dr Kathryn McNeilly 
was awarded a 12-month Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship to undertake a project titled ‘Tempo-
rality and “Things” in the Practice of International 
Human Rights Law’. Dr Amrei Müller was 
appointed Ad Astra Fellowship at University 
College Dublin. Professor Anne-Maree Farrell 
received a Wellcome Trust award to establish 
a Research Network in Healthcare Law, Policy 
and Ethics on the island of Ireland. Beginning 
September 2019, Professor Farrell will also act as 
a Partner Investigator on a three-year Australian 
Research Council grant, ‘The Technological 
Transformation of Sex’, in collaboration with 
colleagues at the Australian Research Centre for 
Sex Health and Society, based at La Trobe 
University, Australia. 

Recent major publications by members of the 
School include Dr Lauren Dempster’s Transitional 
Justice and the ‘Disappeared’ of Northern Ireland: 
Silence, Memory, and the Construction of the Past, 
published by Routledge and Professor Emeritus 
Brice Dickson’s monograph Writing the UK Consti-
tution published by Manchester UP. Dr Amanda 
Kramer published a report for the Joint Committee 
of the Northern Irish Human Rights Commission 
and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Com-
mission, on the Evolving Justice Arrangements 
Post-Brexit.

Last semester the School hosted a number of excit-
ing events. For example, the School hosted the 
annual conference of the British and Irish Law, 
Education and Technology Association (BILETA), 
in April, attracting scholars from 16 countries 
presenting papers on topics such as artifi cial intel-
ligence, copyright, data protection, and beyond. 
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Keynote addresses were delivered by legal educa-
tion expert Alison Hook and creative industries 
researcher Eliza Easton (NESTA), with welcomes 
from Professor Robin Hickey and Professor Paul 
Moore, Director of the Ulster/QUB research 
and development partnership Future Screens NI. 
The School held also a workshop on ‘border poll 
perspectives’, in July, with papers delivered by 
Professor Aoife O’Donoghue (Durham), Dr Colin 
Murray (Newcastle), Mr Alan Whysall (UCL), and 
chaired by Dr Conor McCormick, on the constitu-
tional and international law issues arising out of 
current debate on the status of the border on the 
island of Ireland. The School’s Health & Human 
Rights Unit organised three workshops, each led 
by externally funded research fellows: ‘Non-State 
Armed Groups and De Facto Independent Non-
State Territorial Entities in International Law’, 
convened by Dr Amrei Müller (April); ‘“Science 
As Risk” In Individual Decision-Making On 
Vaccination: The Right To Refuse, The Right To 
Choose And The Duty To Protect?’, convened by 
Dr Patrycja Dąbrowska-Kłosińska (June); and 
‘Breast Cancer Cause-Marketing: Welcoming an 
Era of More Diverse Campaigns’, convened by Dr 
Clare Patton (September 2019). Unit members 
were also out and about contributing to events 
across Europe, including the inaugural meeting 
at the Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin of 
the Northern/Ireland Health Law and Ethics 
Network, which was founded by Unit member, 
Dr Mark Flear. 

The School welcomed several distinguished 
speakers. For example, Sir Anthony Hart delivered 
the 2019 MacDermott Lecture entitled ‘Public 
Inquiries and Their Role in Civic Society – Past, 
Present and Future’. Dr Bogdan Chirițoiu, Chair-
man of Competition Council of Romania, delivered 
a public lecture about the challenges of competi-
tion law enforcement and cooperation within the 
European Competition Network. Professor Imelda 
Maher (UCD) presented a seminar ‘The Transfor-
mation of EU Treaty Making’. Dr Wendy Ng 
(Melbourne) gave a seminar ‘Does Technical 
Assistance Matter in Legal Transplantation? A 
Case Study of Competition Law in ASEAN’. 
Professor Steve Ratner (Michigan) delivered a 
lecture entitled ‘The Aggravating Duty of Non-
Aggravation in International Law’.

The Law School’s faculty were busy presenting 
their work at various fora. For example, Dr Mark 
Flair presented a paper ‘Performing and Legiti-
mating the Future in Health Research Regulation: 
Regulating or Regulatory Futures?’ at the Oxford 
University Centre for Socio-legal Studies. Dr Marek 
Martyniszyn presented results of an empirical 
project on developing countries’ experience with 
extraterritorial application of competition law at 
the annual meeting of the Research Partnership 
Platform of the United National Conference on 
Trade and Development (Geneva, Switzerland). 

Professor Thérèse Murphy delivered an invited 
lecture ‘Maternal Death: From Tragedy to Human 
Rights Violation’ at the Jean Monnet Summer 
School on Human Rights and Health at the Uni-
versity of Salerno (Italy). Professor Dagmar Schiek 
delivered a talk ‘Has Economic and Monetary 
Union Fundamentally Altered the EU’s Socio-
economic Integration Model?’ at the conference of 
the Research Group on Constitutional, European 
and Supranational Integration Law hosted by the 
University Pompeu Fabra (Spain).

The University of Reading’s Law School wel-
comed four new faculty members as lecturers: 
Dr Ana Cannilla, Peter Coe, Dr Nora Honkala and 
Kieran Marshall. Professor Paul Almond is under-
taking a research project, funded by the Society 
of Legal Scholars Research Activities Fund, to 
explore the regulatory infl uence of ‘Euromyth’ 
stories. The project will analyse the content of a 
database of anti-EU UK media stories collated 
by the European Commission in order to better 
understand the relationship between Euroscepti-
cism, media coverage and anti-regulatory policy 
agendas. Dr Ruvi Ziegler is undertaking a research 
project, also funded by the Society of Legal 
Scholars Research Activities Fund, to explore how 
international refugee and human rights law, as 
well as civil society-led strategic litigation, is 
shaping asylum law and policies in South Africa.

There have been three recent appointments at 
Southampton Law School, University of South-
ampton. Associate Professor, Dr Liang Zhao is a 
specialist in maritime law with interests broadly 
in maritime, insurance and confl ict of laws and is 
very active in the leading maritime and insurance 
associations in Hong Kong. He was the Associate 
Director of the Hong Kong Centre for Maritime 
and Transportation Law between 2014 and 2017 
and has considerable experience in delivering 
judicial training for maritime judges. Also, to the 
position of Associate Professor, the School wel-
comes Dr Alexandros Ntovas. He joins us from 
Queen Mary University and will take over as 
Director of the Maritime Institute in January 2020. 
His particular interests lie in Admiralty Law, 
Law of the Sea, and Ocean Governance including 
maritime environmental law. Dr Stephanie Law 
has been appointed to the position of Lecturer. 
She joins us from the Max Planck Institute 
Luxembourg, where she was a Senior Research 
Fellow. Stephanie has wide interests in Private 
Law, especially EU private law, arbitration and 
dispute resolution and civil procedure. 

There are a number of wide range of important 
and interesting research projects being undertak-
en across the research centres at Southampton 
Law School. Professor Sophie Stalla-Bourdillon 
is currently involved with two externally funded 
projects. The fi rst is the DataPitch Horizon 2020 
innovation programme funded by the European 
Commission. The programme brings together 
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corporate and public-sector organisations that 
have data with startups and SMEs that work with 
data. The second is the EPSRC-funded PLEAD 
project: ‘Provenance-Driven and Legally-Grounded 
Explanations for Automated Decision Making’. 
PLEAD brings together an interdisciplinary team 
of technologists, legal experts, commercial compa-
nies and public organisations to investigate how 
provenance can help explain the logic that underlies 
automated decision-making to the benefi t of data 
subjects as well as help data controllers to demon-
strate compliance with the law.

In the fi eld of crime and criminal justice, Dr Harry 
Annison was appointed to the Howard League for 
Penal Reform’s Research Advisory Group (RAG) 
in January 2019 on the basis of his expertise and 
ongoing research in this area. He has also co-
authored Fundamental Rights and Legal Consequences 
of Criminal Conviction published by Hart Publising. 

Professor James Davey is to give the Annual 
Keynote Update for the British Insurance Law 
Association talk to the Lloyd’s insurance market, 
discussing ‘Key Issues for the Market’. Members 
of the Insurance Law Research Group (ILRG) have 
also contributed to Parliamentary Select Commit-
tee reports on topics including ‘Big Data’ and 
autonomous vehicles (Davey).

Professor Andrew Serdy is an important advisor 
to the United Nations (UN) on rights-based man-
agement of deep-sea fi sheries in areas beyond 
national jurisdictions. His work with the UN in 
February–April 2019 has led to the publication of a 
report in 2019. Research by Dr Meixian Song and 
Dr Johanna Hjalmarsson on the Amendments of 
the Chinese Maritime Code underpins their work 
as expert advisors on the content of maritime and 
insurance law from English law and international 
perspectives. Their research has specifi cally 
shaped debate and policy recommendations on 
amending several provisions of the Code.

Dr Melinee Kazarian has been appointed to the 
Expert Group for The Infected Blood Inquiry, 
chaired by Sir Brian Langstaff, on the basis of 
her expertise on criminal law and procedure in 
England and France. Dr Haris Psarras is leading 
an interdisciplinary project with funding from the 
ESRC as part of the Festival of Social Science. 
There is a forthcoming workshop involving aca-
demics from departments of Law, Gerontology, 
and Health Sciences from the University of South-
ampton and other UK universities, small and 
medium businesses, policy-makers, lawyers and 
Local and Regional Authority representation.

The School was delighted to have Lady Hale, 
President of the Supreme Court of the United 
Kingdom, visit the University of Southampton 
in May to deliver a lecture and to meet staff and 
students of the School of Law. The Institute of 
Maritime Law (IML) delivered another successful 

46th Maritime Law short course to delegates from 
around the world. The School is also delighted 
to be continuing its high standard of teaching and 
research which we are thrilled has been refl ected 
in the NSS result. 

At the Sutherland School of Law, University 
College Dublin, Dr Sarah Fulham-McQuillan has 
assumed the lectureship in Public Law. In Decem-
ber, Dr Sara Benedi Lahuerta will join the SSoL as 
lecturer. In January. Dr Amrei Müller will join 
the School as UCD Ad Astra Fellow. Dr Karen 
Lynch-Shally completed her Teaching Fellowship 
and has moved to Maynooth University. Dr Slobo-
dan Tomic completed his Marie-Cure post-doc 
and has moved to a position in the University of 
York whilst our new Marie-Curie Fellow, Dr Nina 
Lueck has joined us from UCL. We welcome 
two new Adjunct Full Professors, Emily Logan, 
Chief Commission of the Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission and Mr Raymond Byrne, 
Law Reform Commissioner 

A graduate professional diploma – the Professional 
Diploma in Data Protection Law and Data Protec-
tion Governance – commenced in September.

Two existing doctoral students (Orla Kelleher and 
Ciara Molloy) recently became Irish Research 
Council scholars. Professor Suzanne Kington’s 
ERC-funded project, ‘Effective Nature Laws’, is 
ongoing. The two research projects ongoing 
with the Department of Justice are i) Prof. Ian 
O’Donnell’s project entitled ‘An Evidence Review 
of Recidivism and Policy Responses’ and Associ-
ate Professor Deirdre Healy’s project entitled 
‘Victims’ Interactions with the Criminal Justice 
System’. Professor Eoin Carolan has received 
funding for our second European Research Coun-
cil project. The ERC Consolidator grant entitled 
‘The Foundations of Institutional Authority’ 
(FIAT) is a fi ve-year study commencing in January 
2020 which entails establishing nine new research 
positions.

Recently we launched the UCD Sutherland 
Opportunity supported by Mason Hayes and 
Curran, and which has also received funding from 
Social Foundation Ireland, which will ensure more 
scholarships and other supports for students in 
need. An honorary degree of Doctor of Laws was 
awarded in September to Mr. Kevin Duffy, former 
Chairman of the Labour Court. UCD SSoL hosted 
a memorial event for Peter Sutherland in March 
as well as a major event for the Irish Hub of the 
European Law Institute (ELI) on the subject of 
‘New Directions for the Irish Legal System after 
Brexit?’ The distinguished speakers included 
Former Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales 
Lord Justice John Thomas; Mr Justice William 
McKechnie of the Supreme Court of Ireland and 
Denis Phillipe of the University of Louvain. The 
panel was chaired by Mr Justice Paul Gilligan. 
UCD Centre for Constitutional Studies hosted its 
annual conference in May 2019. In June, SSoL 
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hosted the Association of Transnational Law 
Schools (ATLAS) Agora event over two weeks 
with students from six jurisdictions attending 
and presenting. The School is looking forward to 
hosting the SLS Annual Seminar – ‘The Offences 
Against the State Act at 80: Omni-Act or Omni-
Shambles?’ on 29th–30th October, 2019. The semi-
nar convenors are Dr Mark Coen of the Sutherland 
School of Law and Dr Fergal Davis of King’s 
College London. 

The academic year 2018–19 was the fi rst year of 
the Sutherland Fellows scheme. The School hosted 
11 Sutherland Fellows and fi ve Sutherland Doc-
toral Fellows. Fellows came from Spain, the Neth-
erlands, Australia, China, the United Kingdom, 
Denmark and Germany. 

Liz Williams has re-joined the School of Law at the 
University of Surrey as Principal Teaching Fellow 
in Law (Employment Law & Equity and Trusts) 
and as Director of Clinical Legal Education. Claire 
Lillywhite will re-join the School in February 
2020 as a Teaching Fellow, with responsibility for 
Professional Training and Employability. Thelki 
Anastasiou began as a Teaching Fellow, and will 
be teaching in the areas of Public Law and EU law 
whilst completing her doctorate at the University 
of Sheffi eld. The School’s fi rst Leverhulme Early 
Career Fellow, Dr Marton Ribary, started in 
November. His three-year project will investigate 
whether the natural human language of law can 
be successfully translated to machine-readable 
form with potential AI capabilities. 

Dr Hrafn Asgeirsson and Dr Kenneth Ehrenberg 
are the new co-directors of the Surrey Centre for 
Law and Philosophy. Further news from the Cen-
tre include Professor Veronica Rodriguez-Blanco’s 
award of a joint Fellowship from the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation and the Carl Friedrich 
von Siemens Foundation, which will enable her 
to conduct research at the Ludwig-Maximilian 
University of Munich from October to December 
2020. Veronica will be working with Professor 
Monika Betzler in the Philosophy Department. 
Professor Alex Sarch’s monograph, Criminally 
Ignorant: Why the Law Pretends We Know What We 
Don’t, was published by Oxford University Press 
in July. The book examines criminal culpability 
and wilful ignorance to defend a general theory of 
mental state imputation principles in the criminal 
law and advocate for a range of reforms to current 
legal practice. 

Dr Arman Sarvarian has been appointed by the 
Government of Armenia to a list of ad hoc judges 
of the European Court of Human Rights pursuant 
to Rule 29 of the Rules of Court for the year 2019. 
He served in October as expert adviser to the 
UN Mission of Armenia in respect of the Legal 
Committee of the UN General Assembly.

Dr Noreen O’Meara presented on the Miller/
Cherry litigation fresh from a surprise interview 
with David Dimbleby outside the Supreme Court, 

at the invitation of the Institutet för Europeisk rätt 
(Institute for European Law), Stockholm Univer-
sity, in her capacity as Visiting Associate Professor 
at the Law School. With colleagues Dr Daniel 
McCarthy and Dr Maria Adams, she is leading the 
third year of the Joint Enterprise Appeals Project 
(‘JEAP III’), and Noreen is presenting empirical 
work on the experience of participating in such 
‘innocence’ type projects at the IALT conference 
in November 2019. This year, Noreen directed 
the StreetLaw outreach initiative for the School of 
Law, where teams of undergraduates speak on 
topical legal issues in the community, inspiring 
and educating school-age students. Whilst most 
demand was for StreetLaw talks on human rights 
topics, at every event – regardless of age of the 
audience – the Q&A was dominated by the 
inescapable topic of Brexit.

Professor Rosalind Malcolm was awarded a 
Global Challenge Research Fund (GCRF) research 
grant for the project: ‘A Rapid, High Level Analy-
sis of Water Safety Planning in Rural Communi-
ties Using Groundwater Sources in Uganda and 
Malawi. (2019–20) (£95,529) (with Dr Kathy Pond, 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineer-
ing, Surrey). Professor Malcolm, Dr Noreen 
O’Meara and a cross-disciplinary team at Surrey 
obtained funding under an SME Innovation 
Voucher for £1,083.60 plus £3,238.79 from the 
University of Surrey Sustainability Theme for the 
project: ‘Plastic Waste – Governance, Business 
Modelling and Consumer Behaviour’ (2019). 

Professor Malcolm also supervised an undergrad-
uate student project, ‘Regulatory Instruments 
around Single-use Plastics’, under the Undergrad-
uate Sustainability Research Opportunities 
Programme 2018–19 which provided a £2,000 UG 
student bursary awarded to fi nal-year Environ-
mental Law in Action student, Hifza Younis. In 
June, she ran a workshop jointly with Professor 
Alison Clarke (Surrey) and Dr Katrien Steenmans 
(Coventry) (leading to a special issue of the Journal 
of Property, Planning and Environmental Law on 
‘Rethinking Property Approaches in Resources 
for the Circular Economy’ funded by the Society 
for Legal Scholars Small Projects and Events 
Fund 2018 (£2,500.00)). She is also co-editor of a 
forthcoming special issue of the Journal of Cleaner 
Production on ‘Regulating the Circular Economy: 
Gaps, Insights and an Emerging Research Agenda’ 
(publication 2020). 

Professor Ryan Abbott spearheaded a multi-
disciplinary project that has fi led the fi rst ever 
patent applications disclosing two inventions 
created autonomously by artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) without a human inventor. The AI inventor, 
‘DABUS’, has generated output that formed the 
basis for two patent applications – one application 
claims a new type of beverage container based on 
fractal geometry, whilst the other claims a device 
for attracting enhanced attention that may help 
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with search and rescue operations. Professor 
Abbott has worked with an international team of 
patent attorneys on this project for strategising 
and fi ling in various jurisdictions, with applica-
tions pending at the UK Intellectual Property 
Offi ce (UK IPO), the European Patent Offi ce 
(EPO), the U.S. and worldwide. 

Dr Melissa Hamilton has been doing consultancy 
work with the U.S. Federal Public and Community 
Defenders, and has been nominated to member-
ship in the Association of Threat Assessment 
Professionals. In addition, she has received the 
following appointments: to the Task Force on 
Women & Community Corrections with the Inter-
national Corrections & Prisons Association; as 
reporter to the Task Force on Risk Assessment 
with the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers; and as an Expert Witness in a case about 
excessive police force in the U.S.

At the Hilary Rodham Clinton Law School at 
Swansea University, there have been a number 
of new faculty appointments: Angela Devereux as 
Professor in Law (Legal Practice) in Legal Studies; 
Rick Lines as Associate Professor of Criminology 
and Human Rights Criminology; Alastair Reed as 
Associate Professor in Law in Criminology; Osian 
Rees as Associate Professor in Legal Studies; Ruth 
Atkins as a Senior Lecturer in Legal Studies; 
Zoumpoulia Amaxilati as a Lecturer in Shipping 
and Trade; Matthew Parry was appointed as tutor 
in law in Legal Studies; Simon Crabree as seminar 
teacher (Law of Contract); Amy Watkin as a Teach-
ing Assistant in Legal Studies; Andrew Jenkins 
was appointed as a Research Assistant in Crimi-
nology; and Arwyn Rees as a Research Assistant 
in Legal Studies.

Yvonne McDermott Rees and Michael Draper 
were promoted to Chairs. Elizabeth MacDonald 
retired and became Professor Emeritus.

In September a number of research events were 
held at the School. These included: a Society of 
Legal Scholars sponsored workshop on climate 
change and law; the 15th annual colloquium of the 
Institute of International Shipping and Trade Law 
on Ship Operations; and a Postgraduate Confer-
ence on Bio-ethics on Intergenerational Bioethics.

At the University of York, the York Law School 
has recently recruited a number of new faculty 
members. Jay Cullen, has joined York from Shef-
fi eld to take up the post of Professor of Corporate 
Law and Financial Regulation; Sean Thomas has 
joined York from Durham, taking up the position 
of Reader in Law; and Joe Tomlinson has joined 
from King’s College London, as Senior Lecturer in 
Public Law.

Chloë Gilgan, previously an Associate Lecturer at 
York, has been awarded an ESRC Postdoctoral 
Fellowship at York Law School entitled Humani-
tarian Protection in an Age of Asylum which 
expands upon her PhD. 

Charlotte O’Brien has successfully received a 
£517,000 ESRC grant to set up the EEA Public 
Services Research Clinic at York. Ioana Cismis has 
received a £692,000 ESRC grant for her project 
‘Generating Respect for Humanitarian Norms: 
The Infl uence of Religious Leaders on Parties to 
Armed Confl ict’. Phillip Morgan has obtained 
funding from the White Rose Collaboration fund 
to run a multi-disciplinary network of 36 academ-
ics from the Universities of York, Leeds, and 
Sheffi eld, examining AI Law and Ethics. He has 
also been awarded a Sino-British Fellowship Trust 
Fellowship to work on Liability for AI systems at 
the University of Hong Kong. 

Charlotte O’Brien has been awarded the 2019 Hart 
Socio-Legal Studies Association Book Prize for 
her monograph, Unity in Adversity: EU Citizenship, 
Social Justice and the Cautionary Tale of the UK.

Norton Rose Fulbright has launched a tie-in with 
the University of York to deliver a law and tech 
module. The module, which will be introduced in 
January 2020, will focus on problem-based learn-
ing with students being given a problem scenario 
at the beginning of each week and then coming 
up with prototype solutions, taking an interdisci-
plinary approach. They will be taught by law and 
computer science tutors with masterclasses from 
NRF. The module uses BRYTER, a German-based 
software company’s ‘no-code’ platform, which 
can be used without any programming knowl-
edge to build models and design potentially 
automated decision processes.

RESEARCH FUNDING REPORTS

The SLS Research Activities Fund, administered 
by the Research Awards Committee, is a fund 
available for research awards in the following year.

The Research Activities Fund Rules and guidance 
are available on the Society’s website, https://

www.legalscholars.ac.uk/research-activities-
fund/, and contain helpful guidance based on 
those matters the Committee has typically taken 
into account in determining whether to make an 
award and the priorities adopted. 
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focused more generally on the wider context of the 
interception of communication as one aspect of a 
bigger project of ‘cable censorship’ in in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. An article based 
upon the research is in preparation, and will hope-
fully be ready for submission at some point in 
summer of this year.

Joshua Jowitt, University of Newcastle
Date of Award: March 2019
Amount of Award: £558
Purpose of Award: 6th Conference of the Euro-
pean Association for Critical Animal Studies 
The Society funded transport and accommodation 
costs connected to my attendance at the 6th Con-
ference of the European Association for Critical 
Animal Studies, hosted at Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra, Barcelona, from 21–24 May 2019. I presented 
a paper as part of a panel on Animal Law, entitled 
‘Legal Rights for Animals: Aspiration or Logical 
Necessity?’ on the fi nal day of the conference, 
which was attended by a variety of practitioners 
and activists in this morally signifi cant, but dis-
puted, area of law. It was my hope that attending a 
conference whose attendees were predominantly 
non-lawyers would expose my work to critiques 
and feedback from perspectives radically different 
to my own, thus strengthening the paper in the 
long run. The paper was well received, and 
numerous delegates made helpful and insightful 
contributions. These are in the process of being 
integrated into the work before it is submitted for 
publication. 

Professor Valentina Vadi, Lancaster University
Date of Award: March 2019
Amount of Award: £ 1,090
Purpose of Award: Presentation of a paper at the 
Annual Conference of the American Society of 
International Law
The SLS Research Grants Fund Award generously 
assisted a project on the history and theory of 
international law, focusing on Alberico Gentili 
(1552–1608) and his contribution to the early mod-
ern law of nations. Alberico Gentili was a religious 
refugee and Regius Professor at the University 
of Oxford. His work is important for historical 
record, but also for better analysing and critically 
assessing the origins of international law, its 
current developments, as well as for elaborating 
its future trajectories.

The award facilitated the presentation of a paper 
at the Annual Conference of the American Society 
of International Law in Washington D.C. on 
29 March 2019 that brought together international 
law specialists from across the world. 

Helen Trouille, York St John University (formerly 
of University of Bradford)
Date of Award: April 2016
Amount of Award: £2,887.00
Purpose of Award: Conference attendance to 
present the results of the initial research
In March 2019, I presented a paper at the Joint 
Colloquium on Memory work in churches and 
community-based organisations in post-genocide 
Rwanda organised by the Protestant University of 
Rwanda and the University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
held at Huye (Rwanda), 17–20 March 2019. The 
colloquium provided a forum for interactions 
between the grassroots organisations working on 
moral and social rearmament of the survivors of 
the genocide against the Tutsi, academics, Church 
leaders, members of community organisations 
and policy makers. Marking the 25th anniversary 
of the genocide against the Tutsi, it enabled 
participants to share different mechanisms 
leading communities and villages to successful 
reconciliation.

Dr Christopher Bevan, University of Nottingham 
Date of Award: April 2018
Amount of Award £510
Purpose of Award: Attendance at International 
Housing Conference in June 2018, Uppsala
The SLS Research Grant Fund met the cost of my 
attendance at an international housing conference 
in Uppsala in June 2018 which brought together 
housing specialists and academics from across the 
world. As a result of this support from the SLS, a 
full-length article has been written and is out for 
review in contemplation of publication in 2019. 
This article explores and scrutinises recent hous-
ing law policy in England and Wales in light of 
the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017; the latest 
major Parliamentary intervention in this sector.

Paul F Scott, University of Glasgow
Date of Award: May 2018
Amount of Award: £1,360
Purpose of Award: The award was made for a 
research project entitled ‘The First Interception 
Provision: An Archival Investigation of Section 4 
of the Offi cial Secrets Act 1920’.
A fi rst trip to the National Archives was under-
taken in the fi rst week of September 2018, and 
concentrated upon the internal governmental dis-
cussions in the period leading up to the enactment 
of the Offi cial Secrets Act 1920 and, specifi cally, 
the inclusion within the Bill of the clause which 
became section 4 of that Act. Having considered 
this material, a second trip to the Archives was 
undertaken at the start of December. This trip 
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As a result of this support from the SLS an article 
based upon the research is in preparation, and will 
hopefully be ready for submission in the summer 
in contemplation of publication in 2020.

SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS GRANTS

WORKSHOP
The Neglected Methodologies of International 
Law: Empirical, Socio-Legal and Comparative
University of Leicester, 31 January 2018
Dr Rossana Deplano and Dr Paolo Vargiu
On Wednesday 31 January 2018, the Centre for 
European Law and Internationalisation of the 
University of Leicester hosted a one-day work-
shop on non-doctrinal, and largely neglected, 
research methods in international law. The event 
was funded by the Society of Legal Scholars’ Small 
Projects and Events Fund.

The workshop, which was aimed at early career 
researchers, was attended by 45 people from 
the United Kingdom and abroad, including the 
United States, Switzerland, Sweden, Germany 
and the Netherlands. The objective of the work-
shop was to discuss interdisciplinary papers utilis-
ing non-doctrinal research methods with a view 
to assessing what types of insights such research 
methodologies add to the traditional doctrinal 
analysis of international law.

The morning session of the workshop hosted pre-
sentations by selected speakers followed by Q&A 
sessions. The fi rst panel, chaired by Dr Paolo 
(University of Leicester) focused on empirical and 
socio-legal research. Papers were presented by Dr 
Ingo Venzke (University of Amsterdam), Profes-
sor Fiona de Londras (University of Birmingham), 
Professor Mary Footer (University of Nottingham) 
and Dr Rossana Deplano (University of Leicester). 
The second panel, chaired by Professor Katja 
Ziegler (University of Leicester), focused on com-
parative methods and critical approaches to inter-
national legal research. Papers were presented by 
Dr Celine Tan (University of Warwick), Professor 
Nicholas Tsagourias (University of Sheffi eld) and 
Professor John Linarelli (Durham University). 

The afternoon session was entirely dedicated to 
presentations by early career researchers. Six 
panels comprising four early career researchers 
and two discussants each were established. Early 
career researchers were allocated 15 minutes to 
present research papers on diverse areas of inter-
national law utilising quantitative, qualitative, 
mixed methods, comparative or interdisciplinary 
research methods. Individual presentations 
were followed by a 30-minutes group discussion 
integrating feedback from the two discussants. 
The presentations demonstrated a high level of 
engagement with the theme of the workshop 
and included papers covering areas as diverse as 
theory of method, customary international law, 
international economic law, international invest-
ment treaty arbitration, international courts, 

human rights law, law of armed confl ict and 
international humanitarian law.

The workshop concluded with a keynote speech 
delivered by Professor Eyal Benvenisti (University 
of Cambridge).

The workshop was well received by delegates. 
Participants indicated that they chose to attend 
due to the workshop’s theme, which was per-
ceived as timely, innovative and challenging. The 
organisation of the workshop into two sessions 
was equally appreciated as it created spaces 
for different types of interaction and discussion 
between established scholars and early career 
researchers. Participants strongly encouraged the 
organisers to make a workshop on research 
methodologies an annual event with the Leicester 
Law School.

SLS ANNUAL SEMINAR
The Legal Legacies of the Iraq War 2003
SOAS, University of London and the University 
of Sheffi eld, 26–27 March 2018
Dr Kate Grady, Dr Russell Buchan, Professor 
Matt Craven
In March 2018, SOAS University of London hosted 
the SLS Annual Seminar 2018: ‘The Legal Legacies 
of the Iraq War 2003’. This two-day event brought 
together a broad range of academics and practitio-
ners to identify and examine the impact of the 
2003 Iraq War upon the content and shape of inter-
national law. The seminar began with a keynote 
presentation by Professor Philippe Sands QC, who 
critically assessed international law’s role in the 
Chilcot Inquiry. Thereafter, panels were struc-
tured around six themes: justifi cation, resistance, 
prosecution, accountability, transition, and inheri-
tance. These themes gave rise to lively discussions 
evaluating the legacies of the war on disparate 
areas of international law, including the law on the 
use of force, the law of occupation, international 
human rights law, and international criminal law. 
The intention now is to draw together the war’s 
legal legacies via publications in a special issue of 
a journal and an edited collection.

WORKSHOP
Intersectionality in Human Rights Law Workshop
University of Bristol, 14 November 2018
Dr Shreya Atrey and Dr Peter Dunne
The SLS-funded workshop took place at the Lady 
Hale Moot Court Room at the University of Bristol 
Law School. The workshop was co-hosted by the 
Human Rights Implementation Centre and the 
Centre for Law at Work, both based at the Faculty 
of Social Sciences and Law. 

The purpose of the workshop was to understand 
how the diversity in human identity and vulnera-
bility affected the articulation, realisation, violation 
and enforcement of human rights in international 
and comparative law. The aim was to use intersec-
tionality to understand how multiple identities 
and disadvantages affected people’s experiences 
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The conference took place on 21 March 2019 
and was attended by approximately 30 people, 
representing a range of sectors, mostly academics, 
but also practitioners and civil servants. I have 
attached the conference programme to give a 
fl avour of the speakers and their topics, which 
ranged from constitutional reform in Gibraltar to 
regional harmonisation of laws in the Caribbean 
to the implementation of EU law in Malta. The 
audience was very engaged and the discussions 
were focused and insightful. I have received a 
number of compliments and positive feedback since.

The intended output from this conference is an 
edited collection which will be published in the 
World of Small States series in late 2020.

CONFERENCE
Power Imbalance: Adult Victims in the Criminal 
Justice System
University of Northumbria, March 2019
Dr Nicola Wake
Examining laws designed to protect vulnerable 
people from exploitation and grooming was the 
focus of a special international research event 
led by leading academics and practitioners at 
Northumbria University. 

Organised by Northumbria Law School, the event 
sought to examine criminal justice and socio-
legal issues connected to existing and potential 
new safeguards for victims of controlling or 
exploitative behaviour. 

The one-day session, titled: ‘Power Imbalance: 
Adult Victims in the Criminal Justice System’, 
brought together academics from Northumbria 
Law School with experts from across the UK and 
Australia. 

It was funded by the Society of Legal Scholars 
following a successful bid in November 2018 
by Dr Nicola Wake, Associate Professor of Law, 
Professor Alan Reed, Associate Pro Vice-Chancellor 
for Research and Innovation in the Faculty of Busi-
ness and Law, and PhD student Sean Mennim.

Key research themes explored included prevent-
ing the criminalisation of children who have been 
victims of exploitation and grooming, coercive 
and controlling behaviour in intimate relation-
ships, and criminalising revenge pornography. 

Human traffi cking, vulnerability and the State 
and legal approaches to protecting vulnerable 
victims of domestic abuse in England, Wales and 
Russia were also debated. 

Northumbria Police and Crime Commissioner 
Dame Vera Baird (now Victims’ Commissioner), 
an Honorary Doctor of Civil Law at Northumbria 
University, attended the session; she said: ‘This 
has been a great event funded by the Society of 
Legal Scholars at my old University of Northum-
bria where we looked in depth at vulnerable 

of human rights and, in turn, how people who are 
multiply disadvantaged are affected by the par-
ticular forms in which human rights are expressed 
and realised. Thus, the workshop explored the 
way in which intersectionality may be relevant 
to human rights law beyond the established dis-
courses in discrimination law and feminist theory. 

The workshop was organised around four panel 
sessions with two speakers each refl ecting on the 
role intersectionality currently plays in: human rights 
law generally, and aside of anti-discrimination 
law; and in particular, in the context of housing 
law, asylum and immigration law and policy, 
reproductive rights and various socio-economic 
rights, especially the right to education. The speak-
ers included: Professor Iyiola Solanke, Professor 
Joanne Conaghan, Professor Geraldine Van Bueren 
QC, Dr Sen Raj, Professor Sandra Fredman, 
Professor Colm O’Cinneide, Professor Fiona De 
Londras and Dr Gauthier de Beco. The format of 
the workshop allowed discursive conversations 
around specifi c rights across sessions, as well as, 
crosscutting themes like the relevance of class and 
socio-economic disadvantage in human rights 
and the usefulness of intersectionality in making 
class or socio-economic disadvantage speak to the 
rights discourse. 

The research ideas developed at the workshop 
will be brought together in the form of an edited 
collection in 2019.

Over 60 expressions of interest for the workshop 
were received. As initially planned, given the 
nature and format of the workshop, the event was 
limited to 30 participants and the workshop was 
attended by 32 participants (including organisers) 
on the day. Participants were drawn from the 
UK, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Italy and Australia. 
Over a third of the participants were doctoral 
researchers working on intersectionality. There 
was also strong participation from students across 
the undergraduate (third year) and postgraduate 
level (GDL, LLM). Participants from civil society 
and NGOs were also welcomed, including from 
the Equal Rights Trust. The workshop supported 
three PhD researchers with travel bursaries for 
attending the workshop. 

CONFERENCE
Law Drafting and Law Reform in Small Jurisdic-
tions
Queen Mary University of London, 25 November 
2018
Dr Caroline Morris
I am very grateful to the SLS for funding this event 
with an award of £2,500. Without the SLS funds, it 
would have not have been able to go ahead. These 
conferences are one of the very few occasions 
that the legal small states community can come 
together and exchange ideas and build networks 
so they are very valuable in that respect. 
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victims in the criminal justice system and what 
better mechanisms we can use to support them. 
This has given rise to a number of ideas for further 
research projects and collaborative work.’

Explaining the signifi cance of the research semi-
nar, Dr Nicola Wake, said: ‘The purpose of the 
event has been to bring about real change that will 
help disadvantaged victims, particularly adult 
victims, in the criminal justice system. The session 
also formed the basis of an important special 
edition of The Journal of Criminal Law with Sage 
Publishing, which focuses on these topical issues 
and will help to raise awareness and advocate 
change to the law. 

Through international collaboration, perspectives 
and research between academics and law practi-
tioners, we can help to shape this area of criminal 
law for the benefi t of the vulnerable in our society. 

We are extremely grateful to the Society of Legal 
Scholars for recognising the importance of more 
study around this aspect of the law and for their 
£3,000 charitable grant which enabled us to 
deliver the event.’

The President of the Society of Legal Scholars, 
Professor Richard Taylor, said: ‘The Society is 
delighted to have been able to provide support for 
this very well thought out event which examines a 
set of increasingly serious problems for vulnerable 
people in society and which will help in identify-
ing effective mechanisms for their protection and 
safeguarding. 

The potential for academic research to improve 
the situation on the ground for victims and the 
disadvantaged is a powerful incentive for all legal 
scholars and the Society of Legal Scholars is grate-
ful to the Northumbria Law School for organising 
this very timely event.’

Associate Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research and 
Innovation in Business and Law, Professor Alan 
Reed added: ‘This international seminar, with 
contributions from world-leading academics, 
presented new insights and impactful, optimal 
reform options to assist the vulnerable within 
the criminal justice system, and to challenge the 
conceptualisation and parameters of coercive 
and controlling behaviour across different legal 
systems and jurisdictions.’

PRE-CONFERENCE PGR EVENT
Healthcare Disparities: Disruptive Healthcare 
Technologies and the Patient
University of Manchester, 12 June 2019
Professor Nicola Glover-Thomas
On Wednesday 12 June 2019 a pre-conference PGR 
event was held at the University of Manchester. 
The conference examined our understanding 
of what is meant by disparities in healthcare and 
the role of law. While it is known that political, 
policy and legal initiatives and developments are 
being implemented to address these inequalities, 
disruptive technology may offer the potential to 
respond proactively and innovatively. 

The PGR event brought together a broad group of 
PGRs at various stages of their doctoral research. 
The papers covered a diverse range of topics. 
The event provided PGRs with an opportunity to 
engage in academic debate with scholars from 
around the world. 

The fi nancial support obtained from the SLS Small 
Projects and Events Fund of £4,000 allowed free 
attendance to ten postgraduate students to the 
pre-conference event and to the main  conference. 
It provided fi nancial support for several speakers 
to be brought to the event. The funding offered 
an opportunity to provide wide and inclusive 
participation.


