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Who we are

Across England and Wales
we regulate:

178,340 solicitors

10, 415 firms

555 Alternative 
business structures

We protect the public by:

• Ensuring solicitors meet high standards 
through education and training

• Taking action when things go wrong with a 
solicitor or firm

• Making legal services more 
• accessible and affordable

• Paying compensation to people 
who have lost money



Today’s session

• EU law as a foundation subject for a Qualifying Law Degree and 

Common Professional Examination

• The Solicitors Qualifying Exam and EU law

• The lawyer of the future



QLD and CPE

Foundations of Legal knowledge

• Public Law, including Constitutional Law, Administrative Law and 
Human Rights

• Law of the European Union
• Criminal Law
• Obligations including Contract, Restitution and Tort
• Property Law
• Equity and the Law of Trusts

- Academic Stage Handbook, July 2014



QLD and CPE

Foundations of legal knowledge

• Not less that one and half years study

• 180 credits

• The list of foundations of legal knowledge can be amended 
following consultation

- Joint statement, 1999



QLD and CPE

• We are not proposing to remove EU Law from the curricula for 
the QLD/CPE at this time

• Any future change would have to take into account the detail 
of our future relationship with the EU and consider the impact 
on the core skills and knowledge solicitors and barristers need 



Brexit: an update for lawyers

• Published September 2016

• Available on our website

• Sets out issues students, solicitors 
and firms should be thinking about 
pre-Brexit



Brexit: an update for lawyers

Issues to consider:

- Practising rights of lawyers across the EU
- Education and training
- EU influence on UK law
- Planning for the future

Having a consistent standard of assessment for all people 
who want to become solicitors will be good for the domestic 
and international market.



Solicitors Qualifying Exam (SQE)

• SQE will replace current system of qualification 

• A two-stage assessment that all would-be solicitors will take

• More flexible approach to work based experience, removing the 

“LPC gamble” and training contract bottleneck



Solicitors Qualifying Exam (SQE)

Consistent high standards, regardless 
of entry route

Widening opportunities for work-
based experience

Fairer access to the profession for 
people from all backgrounds

The SQE means:



Solicitors Qualifying Exam - stage 1

• Principles of Professional Conduct, Public and Administrative Law, and the Legal 
Systems of England and Wales 

• Dispute Resolution in Contract or Tort 
• Property Law and Practice 
• Commercial and Corporate Law and Practice 
• Wills and the Administration of Estates and Trusts 
• Criminal Law and Practice

Functioning legal knowledge assessments:

Practical legal skills assessment: 

• Legal research and writing skills



Solicitors Qualifying Exam

• Principles of Professional Conduct, Public and Administrative Law, 
and the Legal Systems of England and Wales will include:

– The place of EU law in the British Constitution 

– The role of the institutions of the EU

– The legal position following the UK’s exit from the EU

– The HRA 1998 and ECHR



Solicitors Qualifying Exam – stage 2

• Client interviewing 

• Advocacy/persuasive oral communication 

• Case and matter analysis – including negotiation planning

• Legal research and written advice

• Legal drafting

Assessed in the following contexts: 
Criminal, Dispute resolution, property, Wills and the administration of 
estates and trusts, commercial and corporate practice. 

Practical legal skills assessments 



SQE: Timeline



SQE: Recognition of Solicitor Title

• SQE will distinguish between non-qualified and already qualified 
candidates

o All qualified solicitors to take the SQE unless they can 
demonstrate no substantive difference between their 
qualification and experience and the SQE

o No recognition for only part of an individual component

• Consistent set of principles for UK, EU and rest of the world



SQE: Recognised Status

• Those already awarded ‘recognised status’ under QLTS will 
retain this under the SQE.

• For others: the regulatory/professional body must apply 
to us for recognition of professional title and/or become 
recognised jurisdiction. 

Respond to the consultation: open until 26 July.



Brexit and the legal services market

• English legal system must remain an attractive place to do business

• England and Wales is the forum of choice for many global businesses 

• Many E&W firms work throughout the EU and their solicitors live and 
work there too

• Reforming our regulation to be flexible to keep up with the changing 
market:

– ABSs and MDPs

– Solicitors working in unregulated organisations

– Changing accounts rules 



Near Future: EU Law remains core

• In the short to medium term:

• Solicitors need to understand EU law and its impact on people, goods and  services 
across EU and UK.

• Advise people and businesses on their legal position

• Needed in government and private sector to prepare for the future  

• The timing and impact of any Great Repeal Act and any deal with the EU

• Solicitors will need to advise on the raft of EU law that will be incorporated into UK 
law

• Advise on the nature of any deal for specific groups:

– Citizens

– Manufacturing, fishing, automotive

– Financial, legal and other professional services 



EU Law: The Lawyer of the future

• The nature of our future trading relationship with the EU:

• Britain will need an understanding of the law that governs our biggest 
importer/exporter

• Solicitors are well placed to advise small businesses and large companies on 
changes to tariffs, passporting , tax changes etc. 

• The timing and impact of changes to immigration law

• Free movement is unlikely to continue, new immigration laws will be required.

• Advising public bodies and businesses on how to recruit the skills needed from 
the EU.



Preparing lawyers for the changing legal market

• Legal services are changing:

• Competition from unregulated providers

• Multi-disciplinary practices and ABS

• AI and automation 

• Moving to fixed fees

• Changes in commerce (Bitcoin etc)

• Preparing the lawyer of tomorrow may be more than training them 
in legal practice.



In summary

• EU Law to remain a foundation subject on the QLD/CPE  at this time

• The SQE will remove requirement for QLD for students who want to 
qualify as a solicitor

• SQE assessment will include EU Law and legal position post-Brexit

• Our future relationship with the EU will shape what the lawyers of 
tomorrow need to learn

• We are introducing more flexible regulation, whilst maintaining high 
standards, and this will help protect the reputation of E&W legal 
services both here and internationally


