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With 256 papers to be given, six plenary sessions, book prize, early career reception,

AGM and new publications and new media to catch up with, the Convenors of Subject

Sections, Executive Officers and Conference Organisers had their work cut out at this

year6s Centenary Conference which took as its t
education. Nonetheless, the serious work of the conference was masterfully

interspersed with lighter moments of celebration, delicious food and refreshments, with

surprising entertainers and an exhilarating firework display.

Keel ebs Vice Cha ——
Professor Dame Janet Finch,
gave a welcoming opening
speech that emphasised the
common interests of social
science and law and the
advantage of interdisciplinary
activity.

Centenary President, Professor
Fiona Cownie, asserted that
there could be no 100" birthday
without a cake and duly invited
Past Presidents Professor Margot
Brazier, the first woman President and Professor William
Twining, the earliest living President, to give a toast to the society and to cut a
celebratory slice for all delegates.

Professor Dame Janet Finch

Margot Brazier & William Twining

With the work of the day over, and a reception focussing on early career development

given, the company enjoyed adeli ci ous menu i nspired by regional
reactions to what appeared an impromptu singing performance from waiting staff could

be best described as mi xed but, as the Achef o
the Awaitressoo aamdatrhemgi doermaan o a power f ul b a
to participate or to show their appreciation.
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Day Two

The second day of the conference offered three parallel morning plenary
sessions sandwiched between subject section meetings. Delegates were
pressed to choose between considering the future of legal education, obtaining
research funding and judicial opportunities for academics.

Professor Antony Bradney chaired a lively discussion of the prospects for legal
education and law schools in the next twenty years.

Professor Antony Bradney (above right) chairs a panel discussing the future of
legal education with Richard De Friend (left), Director of the College of Law,
Professor Richard Taylor (above centre) and Professor Julian Webb (right)

SLS President-Elect, Emeritus Professor Nick Wikeley, chaired a panel which

included Judge Frances Kirkham, judicial representative on the Judicial

Appointments Committee and Professor Dame Hazel Genn, member of the
Secretary of Statebs Advi sory Panel on Judici al Di ver
insight into the current process of applying for judicial posts and the

opportunities for legal academics to join the judiciary. Professor Wikeley was

also able to give an account of his experience as a member of the judiciary.

Judge Frances Kirkham Emeritus Professor Nick Wikeley
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The third of the parallel plenary sessions
gave the subject of Research Funding a
thorough airing. Professor Sally
Wheeler, Chair of the Socio-Legal
Studies Association and Professor Colin
Reid gave the audience the benefit of
their experience both of obtaining
research funding and of evaluating
research grant applications. There was a
good opportunity for questions and
discussion following their presentation.

The theme of the Centenary Conference

being reflection on the last 100 years and

the advancement of legal education, the last plenary of the day chaired by the

Centenary President, Professor Fiona Cownie, gave Professor David Sugarman, a

well-known legal historian with particular interest in legal education, the opportunity to

focus on key moments of change in the last one hundred years and these were

compl emented by Professor Dame Hazel Gennbds r ef
socio-legal research.

Professor Sally Wheeler

Professor Fiona Cownie Professor David Sugarman Professor Dame Hazel Genn

Dr Elizabeth Fisher, Reader in Environmental Law at

the University of Oxford and winner of the Birks

Book Prize for Outstanding Legal Scholarship 2008,

gave a presentation chaired by Fiona Cownie, about

the process of research and thinking that led to the
publication of her prize winnin
Regulatonand Admi ni strative Constitu
which examines the regulatory evaluation of

environmental and public health risks.

Doctor Elizabeth Fisher
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The five course centenary banquet, held in the majestic Keele Hall, included a speech

and toast to the Society given by Lord Bingham and the announcement of the Birks

Book Prize 2009, which was awarded to Dr. Richard Barnes, Senior Lecturer at Hull.

Richard's book explores book explores the way in which property rights and market

mechanisms are used to regulate natural resources. The President, Fiona Cownie was

al so delighted to a n " onanmber eZoet Gownari Sromna thee t yos 3000
University of Durham. Fireworks, viewed from a thankfully dry lawn, gave a stunning

end to the evening celebrations.

Day Three

With the SAGM enteyad | y programmed for early in th
was given over to an account of the highs and |
Professor Alan Paterson and given by Professor Fiona Cownie and Professor Ray

Cocks, jointauthorsof A A Gr eat and Noble Occupation! The
Legal Schol arso. Professor Cocks pointed out tl
the efforts of members to support legal education during World War 2, and the

surprisingly long time it had taken for the Society to agree to admit women to

membership. Illustrating the era with sights and sounds carefully selected to evoke the

decades from the 19506s to the end of the | ast
presentation of developments duringthisper i od, a fAl i ght stepo.



