	S·L·S

THE  SOCIETY OF

 LEGAL SCHOLARS


From The President, Professor Sarah Worthington
Pro-Directors’ Office, London School of Economics,

Houghton St,  London   WC2A 2AE
       Tel: 020-79556389;  Fax: 020-78523630;  Email: s.worthington@lse.ac.uk
19 January 2008 

Dear SLS Members,
Society of Legal Scholars 2008 Annual Conference: 

The Impact of Legal Scholarship

15-18 September 2008

London School of Economics and Political Science
This year’s Conference takes place at the London School of Economics and Political Science.  I do hope that both the programme and the location provide a stimulating environment for you to engage with old friends and to make new ones.  
I am writing to encourage as many of you as possible to attend.  This is your Society, and the Annual Conference is its flagship event.  The Conference is deliberately wide-ranging, with generalist plenaries and 28 specialist subject sections running over 4 days.  The event therefore provides an ideal opportunity to meet colleagues in a variety of fields, catch up with the latest ideas and legal developments in your area or gain an insight into unfamiliar areas, meet new people, and generally contribute to the intellectual vibrancy of the academic legal profession.

As the Society approaches its centenary, it seems appropriate to re-examine what we do and why we do it.  In that spirit, the theme of this year’s Conference is ‘The Impact of Legal Scholarship’. The two conference plenaries will take the form of panel discussions looking at the impact of legal scholarship within the profession and outside it.  Each of the panellists has both an intimate knowledge of the field and a well-recognised ability to challenge conventional wisdom.  Details are on the SLS website: http://www.legalscholars.ac.uk/conference/index.cfm.

As well as the plenaries, there will be a strong social programme.  Receptions will be held on all three evenings: the Royal Courts of Justice (Monday, buffet), Lincoln’s Inn (Tuesday, Annual Dinner) and the Royal Opera House (Wednesday, buffet).  These events will each be preceded by special receptions, with speakers, for Young Scholars, the Birks’ Book Prize and the Best Paper Prize, respectively.  For those who are not yet aware of it, the Best Paper Prize for the Conference is a recent innovation, now in its second year.  Again, details are available on the SLS website, or from your Subject Section Convenor.
The core business of the conference, however, takes place in the Subject Section meetings.  This letter accompanies one from your Subject Section Convenor asking for contributions.  I strongly encourage you all—senior and junior academics and research students—to offer contributions.  The main object of our Society is the advancement of legal education and scholarship in the United Kingdom and Ireland.  If the Subject Section Convenors can construct a programme with contributions from different perspectives, broadly representing the profile of activity in these specialist areas, we will be sure to have a Conference that successfully enables us to pursue our objects amongst friends in a stimulating and thought-provoking way.
I do hope to see as many of you as possible at the LSE in September 2008.

Best wishes
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Sarah Worthington

President, SLS

Professor of Law and Pro-Director, LSE
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