THE NORTH EAST MENTAL HEALTH LAW CONFERENCE 2006

at the Marriott Gosforth Park Hotel

Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne

Friday 16 June 2006
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Conference Details
This will be the third North East Mental Health Law Conference.  The School of Law at Northumbria University has decided to arrange the conference because of the enthusiasm and support which was shown for the conferences held in June 2003 and November 2004.

As with the previous conferences, the topics to be addressed by the speakers will be of considerable interest to lawyers, policy makers, doctors, nurses, social workers and all those involved in the care and treatment of those suffering from mental disorder.   The provisional programme is set out on the opposite page – the following is a brief explanation of the choice of topics:
· The provisions of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 will come into effect in April 2007.   They will be highly significant both for those who lack the ability to make decisions in relation to a wide range of matters, and for their personal and professional carers.  The remit of the Court of Protection is to change, and the conference will open with a consideration of how its new role is likely to develop in the years ahead.
· The conference will then re-visit the continuing debate about the ‘inter-face’ between mental capacity legislation and mental health legislation, a debate in which concerns about the practical consequences of the decision in October 2004 by the European Court in H.L. v U.K. remain central  
· More than five years have elapsed since the Human Rights Act 1998 came into effect.   The conference provides an excellent opportunity to reflect on the effect that this major piece of legislation has had on mental health law – hence the choice of title for the ‘keynote’ address.  
· Unlike the previous two conferences, the programme includes a talk from a non-lawyer, namely a psychiatrist.  He will address the conference on legal, ethical and practical issues relating to ‘compulsory treatment’ from the perspective of one who is empowered to authorise it.
· The draft Mental Health Bills of 2002 and 2004 formed the back-drop for the previous two conferences.  At the time of preparation of this brochure, the Bill which had been expected following the Government’s response to the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Committee’s report on the 2004 draft Bill, is yet to materialise.  That has led many to consider how the Mental Health Act 1983 could be amended to meet concerns which have arisen over the years.  The final talk will look at how possible this might be.

The programme provides an opportunity for those attending to ask questions and to make comments.  In particular a ‘Panel Discussion’ has been scheduled for the final session.  

CPD POINTS
Solicitors

The University is approved by the Law Society for the purpose of Continuing Professional Development.  Solicitors, barristers and legal executives qualify for 5½ hours by attending the conference.

Psychiatrists
The conference organisers have been informed by the Royal College of Psychiatrists that:  “Psychiatrists can claim up to 6 hours per day maximum for any conference attended, as long as it is of relevance to the individual psychiatrist’s clinical, education, research and professional activities”.
Speakers

As with the previous conferences, we have been very fortunate in attracting a highly prestigious panel of speakers.  All five speakers are widely recognised as experts in the field.  All have written extensively and are very experienced conference speakers.  

District Judge Gordon Ashton (Deputy Master, Court of Protection)
Professor Ashton is not only a judge at the Preston Combined Courts Centre, but also a Visiting Professor to the School of Law at Northumbria University.  He is a member of the Equal Treatment Advisory Committee of the Judicial Studies Board.  Recently he has acted as General Editor of a forthcoming publication, ‘Mental Capacity:  the New Law’ (Jordans) (2006). 

Professor Phil Fennell (Cardiff Law School)

Professor Fennell was specialist legal advisor to the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Committee on the Draft Mental Health Bill 2004.  He has lectured on the Human Rights Act 1998 to the judiciary on behalf of the Judicial Studies Board.  He is the author of ‘Treatment without Consent:  Law, Psychiatry and the Treatment of Mental Disorder since 1845’ (Routledge) (1996).

Baroness Brenda Hale of Richmond  (House of Lords)
Lady Hale became the first woman law lord in January 2004.  She has delivered significant judgments of relevance to mental health law both in the House of Lords and previously in the Court of Appeal.  Lady Hale was previously a Law Commissioner in charge of the mental capacity project and Professor of Law at Manchester University.  As Brenda Hoggett, she wrote ‘Mental Health Law’ (Sweet and Maxwell) (4th ed. 1996).    

Dr. Tony Zigmond (Consultant Psychiatrist, Leeds)
Dr. Zigmond is a consultant general adult psychiatrist based in Leeds.  He is Honorary Vice-president of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.  He is the College’s ‘lead’ on the Draft Mental Health Bill 2004.   He is a former Mental Health Act Commissioner.
Ms. Lucy Scott-Moncrieff (Solicitor, London)
Ms. Scott-Moncrieff is a solicitor who specialises in mental health law.  She is a partner in the London-based firm of Scott-Moncrieff, Harbour and Sinclair, which has provided legal representation for many of the patients who have featured in leading mental health law cases of recent years.  Ms. Scott-Moncrieff is a Law Society Council member, and (in addition to other positions) is chair of the Society’s Access to Justice Committee.
Conference Programme (Provisional)
9.00 – 9.30   
Registration and Coffee

9.30 – 9.40 
Introduction

9.40 – 10.25
‘Will the new Court of Protection damage your mental health?’

District Judge Gordon Ashton 
10.25 – 11.10
‘Capacity and consent – a reflection on some unresolved issues’

Professor Phil Fennell
11.10 – 11.40
Coffee/Tea

11.40 – 12.25
Keynote Address

‘The Human Rights Act and mental health law – has it helped?’

Baroness Brenda Hale of Richmond
12.25 – 12.45
Question and Answer session

12.45 – 1.45
Lunch

 1.45 – 2.30 
‘Compulsory treatment, as viewed from the blunt end of the needle’

Dr. Tony Zigmond
2.30 – 2.45 
Question and Answer session

2.45 – 3.15 
Coffee/Tea

3.15 – 4.00
‘Can the Mental Health Act 1983 be made fit for our times?’

Ms. Lucy Scott-Moncrieff
4.00 – 4.30
Panel Discussion

 BOOKING FORM

The price of the conference is £235 per delegate although a rate of £270 per delegate to include a one-year subscription to the  Journal of Mental Health Law is also available (normal subscription fee £65).  A discounted rate of £220 is available to existing subscribers to the Journal of Mental Health Law.  These discounts cannot be linked with any other offer.  The  price includes all conference sessions, lunch and refreshments as advertised and full course materials.  The price does not include accommodation.

How to Book

You may book by phone, by post, by fax or by e-mail, but in all cases we need you to complete the booking form below as confirmation of your booking.  All communication should be addressed to Maureen Cooke, the conference administrator.

By Post:

Legal Services Unit, Northumbria University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8ST

By Fax:  0191 243 7506

By Phone:  0191 243 7597

By E-mail:  maureen.cooke@unn.ac.uk
Name(s):   ……………………………………………………………………………………..

Organisation:  …………………………………………………………………………………

Address:  ………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone No:  …………………………………..  E-mail:  ……………………………….

Invoice Address (if different to above):

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

I enclose a cheque/please invoice me for*   ……………………………………

* delete as appropriate

All cheques should be made payable to Northumbria University

How to book accommodation

We have reserved a limited number of standard bedrooms at the Marriott Gosforth Park at special conference rates.  To book one of these rooms you must contact the hotel direct on 0191 236 4111 and mention that you are attending the conference.

Cancellation Policy:  If you have to cancel your booking please send us a written cancellation (by letter, fax 0191 243 7506, or e-mail maureen.cooke@unn.ac.uk) not less than 10 working days before the conference.  No telephone cancellations will be accepted.  A refund of your conference fee less a £25 administrative charge will then be sent to you.  After this time we cannot accept any cancellations and the full fee is payable.  Failure to attend the conference will be regarded as a late cancellation and your payment will be forfeited.
